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ENERGY ECONOMICS COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL PRODUCTION FIGURES--Bogota--Colombia's daily oil production already ex- 
ceeds 150,000 barrels of crude. The Colombian Association of Petroleum 
Engineers [Asociacion Colombiana de Ingenieros de Petroleo] has reported that 
Colombia produced 150,231 barrels of crude a day in June. This is the high- 
est daily production figure in the last 7 years. [Summary] [PA291958 Bogota 
Emisoras Caracol Network in Spanish 1215 GMT 29 Aug 83] 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS NICARAGUA 


PLANS FOR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE, COOPERATION WITH USSR 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jul 83 pp 62-62 
[Article by Manuel Guerrero] 


[Text] Managua--The Sandinist government is currently engaged in an 
ambitious investment program aimed at enabling Nicaragua to generate 
all the energy it needs in the 1990's by means of hydroelectric and 
geothermal plants and alternative power sources. 


The first step in this colossal undertaking is the geothermal plant 
on the southern side of the Momotombo Volcano 50 kilometers north 
of Managua. It will have a capacity of 35,000 kilowatt-hours when 
it goes on line next July. 


This plant, which will cost more than $40 million, will save the country 
$15 million a year in oil; it will generate electricity by utilizing 
the steam stored deep underground. 


Construction is supposed to begin on another such plant late this 
year; it is scheduled to go on line in late 1985. 


Nicaragua has sizable geothermal energy reserves because in addition 
to the Momotombo field there are promising zones in Monte Galan, the 
El Hoyo Volcano and San Jacinto-Tizate in the western department of 
Leon. 


According to the projections of the Nicaraguan Institute of Energy 
(INE), the country's operating capacity (300,000 kilowatts at present) 
will expand by 600 units by 1991, mainly through the utilization of 
hydroelectric and geothermal plants. 


One goal is not to burn a single gallon of bunker fuel, a petroleum 
derivative, to generate energy. This would save one-fifth of the 
imported fuel that the country currently consumes. 


Another major project involves enlarging the storage capacity of the 
artifical lake at Apanas in the northern department of Jinotega, which 
fuels the Centroamerica and Carlos Fonseca Amador hydroelectric plants. 
Their output will rise to 84 million kilowatt-hours a year. 

















At current oil prices, this will mean savings of about $6 million 
as of December of next year, when it is hoped the $35 million Asturias 
project will go on stream. 


Apanas's current capacity of 418 million cubic meters will be increased 
by 90 million by pumping water in from two small adjacent basins. 


Increasing the flow of the Viejo River, which is the outlet for overflow 
from Apanas, will enable the fertile lands on the plain north of Managua 
Lake to be irrigated by gravity. 


The diesel-fired generating plants in the mining zone of Siuna, Bonanza 
and Rosita in Zelaya Norte will be replaced when a small, 20,000 to 
25,000 kilowatt-hour hydroelectric plant using the waters of the Ye-Ye 
River goes on line in 1986. The project is now in the design stage, 
and if work proceeds in accordance with INE plans, it should start 

up on schedule. 


Soviet Cooperation 


The feasibility studies done some years ago on using the Rio Grande 
de Matagalpa to generate energy will be reassessed with the collaboration 
of the Soviet Union. 


During his visit to Moscow in 1982, the coordinator of the Nicaraguan 
Government Junta, Commander Daniel Ortega Saavedra, obtained a $350 
million loan for the construction of a hydroelectric unit by Soviet 
technicians. 


The minister-president of the INE, Emilio Rappaccioli, told PRISMA 
that Soviet assistance might also be used in the Nojolke project on 
the Tuma River, a tributary of the Rio Grande de Matagalpa. 


A decision will be made at the latest in early 1984 on which of the 
two projects will go into the design and construction stage. 


In addition to these projects, the Nicaraguan Government is looking 
into the possibility of erecting small hydroelectric plants in the 
northern highland area, mainly in Izabu, La Rica, Wiwili, San Jose 
de Bocay, Waslzela and Pantasma. 


Alternate energy sources such as biomass are also being looked at. 
Rappaccioli reported that the INE is looking into the possibility 

of using cotton stubble instead of fossile fuels in thermal generating 
plants. Cotton is one of the country's main crops. 


Studies have also begun on wood gasification for a project along Nicaragua's 
Atlantic coast, which has huge forest resources. 














The minister feels that the way to meet the energy demands in areas 
far removed from the current distribution networks is to develop alternate 
sources and build small hydroelectric power plants. 


The Search for More Energy 


The Nicaraguan Government is not neglecting studies and searches for 
hydrocarbons on the mainland and off its Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 


In the months to come the INE will begin analyzing all of the information 
gathered in investigations prior to the revolutionary triumph. 


We will then be in a better position to negotiate with friendly enter- 
prises or governments that are interested in drilling in our maritime 
basins, Rappaccioli noted. 


He clarified that the exploration and drilling costs will be defrayed 
by the foreign companies, which will be able to obtain only service 
contracts, without any share in production. 


Nicaragua will retain total ownership of the natural resource and 

will pay investors in kind. Rappaccioli recalled that when the Sandinist 
revolution triumphed, the leases granted to U.S. transnational 
corporations were revoked. 





Conversations then began with the Brazilian state enterprise Braspetro 
to have it handle production off the Pacific coast, but the South 
American's country's economic problems have brought the research project 
to a standstill. 


Plans are moving forward amid Nicaragua's enormous economic troubles. 
The country has a trade deficit and a foreign debt of $2.5 million 
[sic], half of the debt left by Somoza. 


Therefore, the National Reconstruction Government Junta needs international 
cooperation to successfully complete its energy projects. 


8743 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 
NICARAGUA 


INE DIRECTOR ON TESTING OF MOMOTOMBO GEOTHERMAL PROJECT 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 10 Aug 83 p 5 


[Text] Nicaragua's ultimate goal is to produce all of the electric 
power that the country needs and to avoid oil consumption by conventional 
plants, Emilio Rappaccioli, the minister-director of the INE [Nicaraguan 
Institute of Energy], said in announcing the successful testing of 

the first unit of the Momotombo Geothermal Project. 


The plant that was started up yesterday morning will by itself save 
about $18 million a year in oil (bunker fuel). The cost of the plant 
is $42 million, and the entire project carries a price tag of $65 
million. 


The project covers a surface of 25 square kilometers. There are 35 
wells, 28 of them drilled impulsively and aimlessly by the Somoza 
dictatorship, which thus squandered $23 million of the people's money. 


These wells were rebuilt properly, four of them for reinjection. 


The Momotombo geothermal unit began going up in March 1981 and started 
continuous operations yesterday. 


The project has been financed by the Italian Government, the FIV [Venezuelan 
Investment Fund], the BCIE [Central American Bank of Economic Integration] 
and Nicaragua. 


Ernesto Martinez, the project head, fondly recalled the day when just 
15 Nicaraguan technicians, accompanied by 150 laborers, began the 
major project that was started up yesterday. 


The project provides jobs for 650 people, 40 in the plant alone. 


In starting up the plant yesterday, the workers felt deeply inspired, 
and "we feel that the accomplishment belongs to us and is a significant 
contribution to the development of the revolution," Comrade Ernesto 
Martinez stated. 

















It took 2 years and 5 months of coordinated efforts by the workers 
to build this first unit, which will justly benefit the people. 


A documented furnished yesterday afternoon by the INE indicates that 
geothermal research began in Nicaragua in 1966 with studies in some 
areas of interest. 


The UN Development Program continued the studies in 1972 and 1973 

in the western area and confirmed the existence of geothermal fields 

in Momotombo and San Jacinto. Later, several competing foreign companies 
began doing studies and exploration and came to the conclusion that 

there were two zones with geothermal potential. 


The studies pointed to a total of nine priority spots for geothermal 
energy development. 


Another similar plant could be in operation by early 1985. 
Tne head of the Momotombo Project expressed appreciation to the Nicaraguan 


technicians for their hard work and thanked the Italian Government 
for the technical advisory services it provided. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


IGLESIAS ROUCO VIEWS IMPLICATIONS OF LUDER'S TRIUMPH 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 24 Aug 83 pp 1, 4 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco] 


[Text] Despite its political weariness and that of its funding sources 
Argentine corporativism is imposing itself in practically all sectors. 

For example, Italo Luder, undoubtedly one of the most acceptable and perhaps 
even the most acceptable Peronist candidate but also the instrument, so to 
speak, designated by the trade union-military agreement to preserve the 
system's continuity, already has his claim to the presidential nomination 
nearly assured. In truth, regarding this matter, it only remains to determine 
whether Herminio Iglesias in effect renounced or not last night his aspira- 
tions to the governorship of Buenos Aires Province so that Antonio Cafiero, 

a brand new candidate for the governorship, may take his place without major 
difficulties. But what is certain is that during the next 8 weeks trade union- 
military corporativism--and a good portion of business and political corpora- 
tivism as well--will generate an unprecedented amount of funds for the 
Peronist campaign (there is talk of tens and even of hundreds of millions of 
dollars) designed to recover the ground that the party of Raul Alfonsin 
[Radical Party] had gained earlier. 


Curious Connections 


Its technical, political, and even legal-institutional artillery will undoubt- 
edly also change entirely. We already gave account yesterday of the fact 

that one of the preseat advisers of Italo Luder was only a few years ago a 
members of the chamber which ratified the sentence imposed on [former president] 
Isabel Peron to halt her crusade. Recently, that adviser also disentangled 
himself and perhaps continues to do so as the lawyer of an important divisional 
general on active duty, best known, specifically, for his corporativist- 
Peronist sympathies. As regards the "report" assigned to an intelligence ser- 
vice, whose conclusions represent a mere propagandist tool at the service of 
the triumph of Peronism in the coming elections, there is even more revealing 
information. We reported yesterday the route followed by the memorandum--the 
Argentine Air Force and SIDE [Secretariat for State Intelligence]--until it 
cropped up in "friendly" newspapers, a route marked by imprints of a civic- 
military group as manifestly corporativist as that of Liendo-Fraga. hut the 
nost interesting thing is that the basic substance of the "report" and it« 














general pro-Peronist orientation parallel those of the two "ai.alyses" prepared 
by a "consulting firm" specializing in "political surveys" run by two engineers 
and a specialist in political science. Now then, one of those engineers, of 
nationalist-Peronist affiliation, worked together with Brigadier Lacabane, 

of similar orientation, shortly before the explosion of the "process." The 
other, of identical Peronist background even though a follower of Dr Robledo, 
moved-~and continues to move--in the circles of the so-called "in-between 
generation" of Dante Loss. One of these professionals additionally is the 
president of a radio station which just a short time ago obtained a broadcast- 
ing license. According to various Radical Party centers, attorney Rosendo 
Fraga, involved with various sectors of the Army, reportedly gave legal advice 
to that organ during the licensing proceedings. At an opportune time we 

shall reproduce some of the chapters of this "report" which in truth do not 
waste words. 


Probable Dismissal 


For the time being let us say that these “coincidences” merely bring out the 
reality of Argentine corporativism whose power and ramifications extend 
throughout Argentine social, political, and military life. Considering the 
national chaos--a particularly visible chaos in the “leadership” circle--it 

is, however, appropriate to wonder how much longer the country will be able 

to stand up under the incoherence and fragmentation that such a system involves. 
I have here some facts, selected at random, which indicate the process of 
political disintegration and economic and institutional ruin that is occurring 
today, at times against the will of our corporativists, but always on account 
of the apparatus that they support. 


1. The president of the Argentine National Bank, Mr Guinazu, is reportedly 

on the point of being dismissed. Weeks ago, the bank's London branch decided 
to subsidize a series of appearances in London and Paris of a British "rock" 
group. It seems that the bank took this step in the belief that the war was 
over. Perhaps this is not incorrect as far as the South Atlantic is concerned. 
But in Buenos Aires the war continues. 


Foreign Currency Inflows on Account of Exports Lag 


2. The Ministry of Economy has just finished determining that between 5 and 
7 million tons of grain or more have been exported without the corresponding 
foreign exchange entering Argentina. The financial problems on this score 
can represent hundreds of millions of dollars. The issue was reportedly 
discussed at a cabinet meeting. But as far as we know, a change in our 
exporting system was not considered even under the circumstances, but only 
the possibility of improving police surveillance. To our knowledge, in the 
near future a cross-check control mechanism may be put in place involving the 
Ministry of Commerce, the Central Bank, and the National Customs Administra- 
tion with the purpose of barring further shenanigans of this type. 




















Customs Scandal 


3. On 11 August 1983 the national customs administrator, Mauricio Braun, 
notified the municipality of Buenos Aires that the deadline set for the firm 
of Interama S.A., underwritten by the municipality, had lapsed a while earlier 
so that the import duties on the equipment now used in the said amusement 

park had to be paid. According to our informants, the customs administrator 
requested the immediate settlement of some $6 million plus their "indexing" 
and interest past due considering that it was already some years since the 
import of the equipment had occurred. "Otherwise," the National Customs 
Administration mentioned in its report, "all measures will be taken to satisfy 
the duties pending, without prejudice to the prosecution of the charges that 
would be brought under the customs penal code (the use of the said equipment 
under these conditions violates the law). A few days later the office of a 
fishing firm belonging to the family of the customs administrator was raided 
by the police, and its owners were indicated or at least investigated under 

no less a charge than "smuggling." According to our sources, Mauricio Braun 
is accused with having authorized the transportation of 15 tons of squids with- 
out the payment of any customs duties whatever, shipped to the only fishing 
vessel (a tuna boat) of the family firm, tied up in an Uruguayan port. Still, 
in circles close to the customs office we were told that all the legal form- 
alities of the case were satisfied and that the squids merely constituted 
"bait cargo" necessary for that boat for the type of fishing it pursued (one 
of the few, or perhaps the only, tuna boat in Argentina which uses bait). It 
is also learned that the transport of the "bait" was made in a sealed truck 
accompanied by a customs agent from Mar del Plata so that the shipment would 
not be taken elsewhere. 


With less caution, a few months ago to to 50 tons "bait" were loaded in France 
for the vessel "Libertad." Those in the government who support and propagate 
the cause of this unusual "contraband" also assert that the transportation 

of squids to Uruguay was opposed by officials of the Argentine Air Force. 

As is logical, in some units of the Ministry of Economy and the president's 
office, the circumstance that the head of the National Customs Administration 
should become involved in a scandal of this type at the very time when he 
intends to move against Interama S.A. is viewed with understandable suspicion. 


We believe that these three examples make it unnecessary for us to engage in 
lengthy comments. In the next few days one will witness the start of a new 
drive against Jorge Wehbe and others in the Ministry of Economy whose opening 
round we perhaps witnessed yesterday with the stern statement of the Social 
Pastoral Group. Argentine corporativism is now going ahead full blast. In 
this respect one may say that chaos is making progress. Obviously, the divin- 
ity blinds those it wishes to lose., 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BISHOP STRONGLY CRITICIZES DRAFT AMNESTY LAW 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 22 Aug 83 pp 1-9 


[Text] Buenos Aires, AFP, 21 August--The draft amnesty law of the Argentine 
military government was characterized as “absurd and anti-evangelical" by 
the bishop of Viedma (located 1,000 km south of here), Monsignor Miguel 
Hesayne. 


In a statement prompted by the march held on Friday in Buenos Aires by some 
40,000 individuals to support the repeal of the so-called "pacification law," 
the cleric came out in favor of "no to impunity, no to arrogance, no to 
violence, and no to self-amnesty." 


Monsignor Hesayne mentioned that "through the amnesty, the military authorities 
strive to grant themselves pardon. This,” he added, "is absurd and anti- 
evangelical from the viewpoint of Christian morality." 


The bishop then asserted that “those who tortured, kidnapped, assassinated, 
and robbed others to enrich themselves and to enrich a minority at the price 
of the misery of the majority must admit their guilt and beg for God's mercy 
and the indulgence of their fellow-men. 


"Only in this way will it be possible," the bishop of Viedma added, "for the 
future Congress (which will result from the elections in October 1983), legiti- 
mately elected, to consider and approve a pardon.” 


Monsignor Hesayne then said that "truth and justice flowing from love are the 
only and necessary path to pacification.” 


Finally, the prelate emphasized that "for that reason, with the Bible in 
hand, I say: Yes to peace, yes to justice, yes to love but no to impunity, 
no to arrogance, no to violence, and no to self-amnesty." 


On their part, the priests of the diocese of Viedma issued another declaration 
in which they asserted that the projected law is "immoral" according to the 
"fundamentals expressed by the Argentine Episcopal Conference” in a recent 
document. 


10 











The priests noted that it is their duty to "repeat th. opinion voiced by their 
diocesan bishop" (Hesayne) and they added that "repressive violence is as 
anti-Christian as subversion." 


The military government (which assumed power in March 1976 after toppling 
Maria Estela de Peron) is about to approve a "pacification law" which contem- 
plates amnesty for those members of the Argentine armed forces and security 
forces who perpetrated excesses during the so-called dirty war against the 
guerrillas, and, in some cases, for the extremists as well. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


CAFIERO SPEAKS ON SOCIAL PACT--The presidential nominee of the Justicialist 
Party, Antonio Cafiero, held that the coming constitutional government will 
have to “call for social discipline” while he qualified as "antiethical and 
immoral" the draft amnesty law and came out in favor of "the need to institu- 
tionalize a multiparty system." Cafiero also advocated the implementation of 
a social pact which is not, he said, “incompatible with the idea of respect- 
ing market trends considering that here what one must avoid is the triggering 
of runaway inflation." In this comments at the Professional Council of 
Economic Sciences, Cafiero noted that the coming constitutional government 
should "call for social discipline since the country resembles a nation 
emerging from a war." Cafiero then said that the parties "need a political 
agreement so that political life may make it possible to move to the consoli- 
dation of democracy" for which purpose "it is necessary to institutionalize 

a multiparty system. "I do not know whether a multiparty system should be 
institutionalized at cabinet level or in a governmenc coalition, but it 
should indeed function so that the Argentine president may be in constant 
touch with party heads for any assistance that he may need or for any advice,’ 
he stressed. Subsequently, on answering questions from the audience, Cafiero 
maintained that "while a large component of the foreign debt is muddy, we 
cannot declare a unilateral payment moratorium...it would not be appropriate," 
and he expressed opposition to the “nationalization” of Argentine foreign 
trade. "Marketing abroad must be effected through cooperatives or middlemen, 
as I suggested when I was minister of commerce in the second Peronist govern- 
ment," Cafiero explained. Finally, he was asked for an opinion on the draft 
amnesty law proposed by the military government and he answered: "It is 
antiethical and immoral; those implicated cannot promote such a law." [Text] 
[Buenos Aires LA PRENSA jn Spanish 21 Aug 83 p 3-2] 2662 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW POLICE CHIEF--Brigadier General Victor Alberto Delgado Mallarino will be 
recognized today as director of the National Police at a ceremony that will 
be presided over by National Defense Minister General Fernando Landazabal 
Reyes. Delgado replaces Major General Francisco Jose Naranjo Franco. ([Sum- 
mary] [Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 17 Aug 83 PA] 


LOWER INFLATION--Bogota--Finance Minister Edgar Gutierrez Castro has an- 
nounced that Colombia's inflation in the last 12 months is the lowest it has 
been in the last 5 years. Between August 1982 and August 1983 the cost of 
living index was at 18.22 percent. The finance minister is confident that 
by the end of the month it will be below 18 percent. [Summary] [PA270456 
Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 1770 GMT 25 Aug 83] 


TRADE WITH ROMANIA--Romanian Ambassador to Colombia Gheorghe Dobra has re- 
ported that trade with Colombia amounted to $35 million last year. He said 
that Romania bought 11,000 tons of coffee in 1982 and that an agreement for 
the purchase of 13,500 tons was signed this year. He added that Colombia 
imports fertilizers, tractors, machinery, and campers from his country. 
Romania, he noted, is interested in purchasing a million tons of Colombian 
coal each year, as well as rice, iron, nickel, cotton, meat and other prod- 
ucts. [Summary] [PA281950 Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 24 Aug 83 p 2] 


VISIT BY CANADIAN OFFICIAL~-Canadian Agriculture Minister Eugene Francis 
Whelan, who is visiting Colombia, told authorities here that the Canadian 
Government is implementing a program aimed at improving commercial relations 
with Latin American countries. Whelan also said that Canada is in favor of 
the Contadore Group efforts. [Summary] [PA301331 Bogota Cadena Radial 
Super in Spanish 0000 GMT 30 Aug 83] 


DEPUTY MINISTER'S APPOINTMENT--Maria Angela Tavera, a lawyer, has been ap- 
pointed deputy minister of economic development, to replace Amparo Lucia 
Vega, who has resigned. [Text] [PA081857 Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 3 Sep 
83 p 1-A] 


NEW GOVERNOR-~Amparo Ossa Suarez, the new governor of Caqueta Department, 


will take office today. [Summary] [PA081857 Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 
3 Sep 83 p 8A] 
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IDB CREDIT--The IDB has announced approval of a $25-million credit for 

Colombia. This credit will be used to finance the construction of five power 
substations in the country's poverty-stricken areas. The project; which will 
be carried out by the Colombian Electrical Power Institute, will benefit more 
than 150,000 people. [Text] [PA081857 Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 31 Aug 83 


p 1) 


CSU: 3348/652 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BTJ'S ACHIEVEMENTS, SHORTCOMINGS IN FOOD INDUSTRY 
Havana INDUSTRIA ALIMENTICIA in Spanish No 22, 1983 pp 55-58 
[Article by Sergio Valdes] 


[Text] For a socialist society it is extraordinarily important that each and 
every worker contribute toward obtaining better results in the productive 
effort. In Cuba a significant proportion of the work force is composed of 

an industrious mass of young people organized into what are called Technical 
Youth Brigades (BTJ). 


These brigades are collectives formed voluntarily by qualified young workers 
between 17 and 35 who are mid-range technicians or professionals. One of 
the chief goals of the organization is to stimulate initiative and innova- 
tion in techniques or organizational methods which contribute to solving 
problems that are hindering production and the efficient application of 
skills. 


In our industry various activities have been under way for the purpose of 
improving the work of BTJ both organizationally and in regard to quality. 


At present there are 76 firms with 62 brigades functioning in their establish- 
lishments, with a total of 1,102 brigade members. It should be noted that 

in 1982 18 new brigades were created, and others, which were functioning 

in a deficient manner, were restructured. 


During this year the Food Industries Ministry took part in the International 
Exposition celebrating the achievements of youth in the socialist nations, 
held in Moscow in honor of the 19th Komsomol Congress. At that exposition 
we were represented by seven projects selected from participants in the 
Exposition of Creators of the Future held in Havana in 1981. 


The BTJ movement has been active during 1982 chiefly in three national 
programs in which our organization has had a wide scope of activities, namely, 
(a) the sixth BTJ scientific and technical competition, (b) the conferring 

of Creators cf the Future awares, and (c) the third exposition on the achieve- 
achievements of Creators of the Future, 


a) Sixth BTJ Scientific And Technical Competition 
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This event is held nationwide every year and constitutes one of the ways of 
stimulating and publicizing the creative work of young people. It was one 
of the activities developed by Cuban youth as a salute to the 20th anniver- 
sary and the Fourth BTJ Congress. In this sixth competition the national 
finalists were projects from the various provinces as listed below: 





City of Havana 4 
Havana 2 
Matanza a 
Villa Clara 2 
Cienfuegos 3 
Sancti-Spiritus 3 
Ciego de Avila 1 
Camaguey 1 
Holguin 3 
Santiago de Cuba 1 
Isla de la Juventud 2 

Total 25 


The evaluation of these projects was conducted by the National Jury which 
also consulted with various specialists in the organization, Three national 
prizes and two honorable mentions were awarded, The prize winners were: 


--The use of egg white as an extender in the production of canned meat. 
Author: Raul Quintana (Headquarters of the Meat and Suet Industry). This 
project represents an increase in production valued at 362,000 pesos for 
1982. By using egg white, a raw material high in nutrients which was being 
wasted in the manufacture of mayonnaise, it allows a greater quantity of 
meat products to reach the public without lowering quality. 


-~Modifications of ice cream freezers Model F 1102/02. Author: Gerardo 
Menendez (Escambray Milk Company). This project represents a saving of about 
578,000 pesos because that amount of production was not atteined previously; 
the innovation also avoids the need to import mechanical parts. This project 
can be applied widely to other plants in Cuba which are using smmilar equip- 
ment. 


--Automatic equipment for filling gallon cans of tomato paste. Author: Luis 
Pita Bousa (Isla de la Juventud Citrus Company). This machinery, built by 
the comrades working at that firm, made possible the canning of tomato paste 
valued at 162,015 pesos during the tomato harvest of 1981, This equipment 
can also be used in canning other viscous products and juices. 


Winning honorable mention were: 


--A study on the antimicrobial effects of essential oils of Cuban citrus 
fruits. Author: Gerardo Ascunce del Sol (Libertad Canning and Vegetable 
Enterprise). This is a study done with complete scientific rigor analyzing 
the antimicrobial properties of our citrus with reference to a great number 
of microorganisms, It provides an improved understanding of the microbio- 
logical characteristics of these important products of our economy. 
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--Utilization of rumen in the production of simimal feeds. Author: Eries 
Martinez (Santiago de Cuba Meat Company). This study has great economic 
effect because it permits the use of material which presently is being wasted 
by slaughterhouses and which is creating a source of contamination besides. 
With the utilization of rumen it would be possible to make considerable 

gains in the production and supply of animal feeds and consequently replace 
one percent of imports and at the same time improve the hygiene of slaughter- 
houses. 


The national prizes were awarded on 6 May at UJC [Union of Young Communists] 
headquarters. During the day the winners visited the new installations of 
ILIA and held rewarding discussions with the Bartolome Yara Yara Compnny 
representing the directorage of the organization. 


In general, during the development of this Sixth Competition, it was observed 
that the studies presented were of high technical quality and represented 
significant economic benefits. 


b) Creators Of The Future Awards 


For the conferring of the Creators of the Future awards the process began 

at the base level, with implementation of the recommendations of the comrades 
who because of their scientific and technical contributions and their 

general attitude as workers were considered worthy of being chosed for this 
UJC honor. 


Last year the Creators of the Future award was given to 44 young people in 
our organization whose work was shown at the Second Exposition of Creators 

of the Future. In 1980 there were 17 national finalists of which 8 were 
given the award. This year 29 nominees qualified nationwide, of which 18 
were chosed for the award as well as a prize of 700, 500, 250 and 150 pesos, 
according to the economic and human gains made by the projects. The comrades 
who won this award were: 


Jorge R. Gonzalez Castillo, Florida Rice Drying 

Joel Cruz Martinez, Camaguey Vegetable Enterprise 

Luis Pita Bouza, Isla de la Juventud Citrus Company 
Gerardo Canova Gonzalez, Isla de la Juventud Citrus 

Raul Quintana Castro, Meat Industry Headquarters 

Armando Diaz Labada, Meat Industry Headquarters 

Gerardo Azcunce del Sol, Libertad Canning and Vegetable Enterprise 
Alfredo Linares Montero, Havana Milk Products Enterprise 
Ivan Cera Cera, Havana Milk Complex 

Lazaro Ponce Bueno, Havana Milk Complex 

Manuel Bruno Lopez, Havana Milk Complex 

Adalberto Licourt Mora'es, Havana Milk Complex 

Octavio Rubio Bernal, Havana Milk Complex 

Noel Fadraga Fajardo, Sancti Spiritus Pasteurizing 

Pedro Martinez Sanchez, Escambray Milk Company 

Gerardo Menendez Romero, Escambray Milk Company 

Julio Artime Puello, Escambray Milk Company 

Roberto Leon Monteagudo, Escambray Milk Company 
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As the results show, the activity of firms in the milk field is noteworthy, 
especially Escambray Milk Company and the Havana Milk Complex, 


c) Third Exposition Of Creators Of The Future 


One of the principal national BIJ events is the Exposition of Creators of 
the Future, which constitutes a suitable means of publicizir the achieve- 
ments and creative efforts of the young people and permits exchange of ideas 
among brigade members. 


The Second National Exposition of Creators of the Future, celebrated 
successfully in Havana City, serves as a source of experience toward gaining 
even better results at the Third Exposition, which will be held in the 
summer of 1983-in the Cuba Pavilion. 


UJC has issued invitations for the exposition and at the same time has been 
developing an informational campaign with the goal of enrolling all the pro- 
jects possessing the characteristics and the quality required for the event; 
also, in June the first work session will be held, during which the National 
Organizing Committee and the eight subcommittees which compose it will be 
set up. 


For this exposition of Creators of the Future, 175 projects have been 
enrolled nationwide related to food industries, which surpasses the figure 

of 171 projects enrolled in the Second Exposition, It is to be noted that 
the period of time included is half of what was covered in the Second 
Exposition, Projects have been enrolled by provinccs in the following manner: 








Province II Exposition III Exposition 
Pinar del Rio 12 5 
Havana 5 11 
Havana City 29 50 
Matanzas 33 12 
Villa Clara 2 10 
Sancti Spiritus 38 8 
Cienfuegos 21 12 
Camaguey 4 16 
Ciego de Avila -- 1 
Tunas 3 -- 
Holguin 21 8 
Granma -= -- 
Santiago de Cuba 3 16 
Guantanamo -- 11 
Isla de la Juventud -- 15 
Total 171 175 


These 175 projects preserted comprise about 2 percent of the total number 
entered nationwide, which passed through a selection process involving 
municipal, provincial and national expositions. 
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Regarding the general scope of the work of the various young technical 
brigades in the food industries, there are still some difficulties, among 


which we may note: 


a) In some enterprises the supervision of the work of the brigades 
is deficient, which weakens the activity of the brigades and 
limits their participation in expositions and competitions. 

b) Incorrect evaluation of projects completed 

c) Lack of understanding of the relation which should exist between 
the BTJ and the Movement of Innovators and Planners 

d) Poor implementation of work contracts with inadequate concern 
for solution of the enterprise's specific problems or failure to 
take full advantage of the technical capacity of the brigade 
members. 

e) Failure to provide reports in the form and at the time specified 

by higher authorities. 





In spite of these deficiencies, it is noted that this year of 1982 has been 
a period of intense work for this movement, a year with many accomplishments 
and new experiences which allow us to look optimistically toward the future, 
confident that the Techncial Youth Brigades of the food industry will be 
able to fulfill that the revolution needs from them. 


11,989 
CSO: 3248/1176 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


MAMBISA NAVIGATION ENTERPRISE FULFILLS FIRST SEMESTER PLAN 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 19 Jui 83 p 1 
[Article by Emilio del Barrio Menendez] 


[Text] The seamen and land-based personnel of the Mambisa Navigation 
Enterprise (ENM) closed out the first half of the year with a successful 
response to the appeal of the Sixth Plenum of the party's Central 
Committee. They met their cargo goal and saved the country $11.2 
million in leasing costs, and all of this as a result of boosting 

the fleet's operating efficiency. 


For these and other reasons, our commander in chief, Fidel Castro, 

sent a message of congratulations to the workers at the ENM. It was 
conveyed to them by Commander of the Revolution Gu’llermo Garcia, 

a member of the Politburo, during his concluding remarks at the quarterly 
checkup for the "Al Rojo Vivo en la Flota"” emulation. 


According to the information from Jorge Fernandez, the director of 

the ENM, the strong and sustained efforts of the enterprise's seamen 
and land-based personnel enabled it, in spite of the problems beyond 
its control, to exceed its cargo quota, 1,251,000 tons, by about 1,800. 


The following are some other outstanding examples of efficiency. The 
transportation quota of the rented fleet was exceeded by 19 percent, 
while the charter quota stood at 82 percent. In short, the enterprise 
did a great deal more with a great deal less. Moreover, however, 
domestic vessels accounted for 62 percent of the cargo shipments, 

the highest ratio ever. 


This efficient use of the fleet made possible substantial foreign 
exchange savings, because whereas $29.4 million had been earmarked 
for chartering vessels to meet our international maritime transport 
needs, the freight quota was fulfilled with spending of just $18.2 
million. In other words, the cutbacks in charter expenses saved the 
enterprise $11.2 million! 


The container fleet played an important role in these savings, because 
in addition to saving $2.62 million, it transported an additional 
5,129 containers. There was no need to lease container ships during 
the first half of the year. 
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Another outstanding accomplishment of the Mambisa workers is that 
they raised the fleet's good condition ratio. Repair capacity is 

up eight percent over last year. In other words, the ships are in 
better condition, and fewer of them have needed repairs. There are, 
of course, various reasons for this, among them the self-sacrificing 
efforts of the crews and the hard work of the two land-based forces, 
the Technical Brigades of the ENM and the workers at tlhe National 
Shipyards Enterprise. 


The utilization of available capacity also increased over this period. 
In response to the appeal of the Sixth Plenum, the enterprise pledged 
to achieve 120.4 ton-kilometers per available ton in use and actually 
reached 122.1, while also increasing the ratio of operative ship-days. 


After the enterprise's balance sheet for the first half was made public, 
Emilio S. Bruceta, the secretary general of the Union Bureau, disclosed 
the names of the ships that had won the Al Rojo Vivo de la Flota Emulation 
for the period. First place went to "Las Mercedes" with 106.76 points; 
second to “Lazaro Pena" with 105.54, and third to "Frank Pais" with 
105.46. 


The two yardsticks in the emulation are the operative ship days quota 
and conservation of fuels and lubricants. 


Also disclosed were the names of the 12 most outstanding workers and 
5 leading innovators and efficiency experts in the ENM during the 
period in question. 


Also officiating at the checkup were Evaristo Baranda, the secretary 
general of the Merchant Marine, Ports and Fishing Union and a member 
of the Central Committee, as well as vice ministers and directors 

of Transportation Ministry enterprises. 


8743 
CSO: 3248/1211 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


IMPORTANCE OF CABOTAGE TRANSPORTATION STRESSED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 31, 5 Aug 83 pp 28-31 
[Article by Gregorio Hernandez: "Eastern Coastwise Trade] 


[Text] In a given historical period in Cuba, as in the rest of the 

world, cabotage transportation was the most economical (and in many 

cases, the only) means of transferring the largest amounts of freight 

and passengers from one region to another. In other words, it predominated 
at a time when motor transport, mainly railways, did not exist. 


Because our country is a narrow island with countless ports and secondary 
ports, it still has, despite the rise in land communications, a strong 
market, with even greater potential, for coastwise shipping, especially 
of huge loads over long distances (railways also have a role to play 

in this regard, albeit with greater limitations). 


National Cabotage--In light of this potential, plus the experience 

of history and ongoing studies, two closely linked cabotage routes 
have been established. One is nationwide and starts in the western 
section of the country, in this case Mariel, Batabano, Isle of Youth 
and Havana; it has ports, moorings, wharves, piers and other major 
facilities. The vessels whose cargo comes from the west normally 

put into just two ports so as not to hamper the rotation of overseas~ 
trade vessels, in other words, to facilitate the smooth unloading 

of imported merchandise transported by overseas-trade ships. 


Now then, the main destinations of this national service are in the 
eastern provinces, ports such as Manati, Vita, Carupano, Moa, Baracoa, 
Santiago, Manzanillo and sometimes Cienfuegos. 


One of the most heavily transported items last year was rolled steel 
shapes for repairing sugar mills and for other industrial uses. Estimates 
are that some 120,000 tons will be shipped this year, including some 
shipments for the Isle of Youth. 


Another equally important item is loose cement, which generally moves 


from Mariel to Havana. The 22,000 to 24,000 tons a month are earmarked 
for more than just industrial projects; they are also used to repair 
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and maintain people's houses. Another, somewhat more distant destination 
is Moa, a region of unquestionable importance. 


Cement too is shipped in sacks from Mariel, Cienfuegos and Caslida 
to the eastern provinces. 


These dry cargo items are indicative of the importance of the first 
national cabotage route. 


Eastern Coastal Shipping--This route of the Transportation Ministry's 
(MITRANS) “Navegacion Caribe" Enterprise makes a valuable contribution 
to the national economy, but in our opinion the second route, the 
vastern coastal one, is even more important because of its distance 
and difficulty. This route's operations involve not only economic 

and social but political factors as well. 


Coastal shipping will replace land transport to a great extent, mainly 
to the province of Guantanamo and especially to the municipality of 
Baracoa. Everyone is familiar with the difficulties that trailers 

and other trucks face on the famous "Loma de la Farola" highway to 
that city, and we are not exaggerating when we say that the distance 
between the province capital and Baracoa is almost 200 kilometers. 


This eastern coastal route starts mainly in Santiago, and the stops 
along the route are Boqueron, Moa, Antilla, Vita, Baracoa, Cayo Guin 

and other main and secondary ports. Inputs are also transported from 
Baracoa to Maisi, and coffee, fruits and vegetables are brought from 
Maisi to Guantanamo, Santiago and Baracoa. A project, dubbed "Hatuey," 
is, of course, under way. It involves the construction of small, 

60-ton vessels, called coasting vessels, that are expected to handle the 
shipping of fruits and vegetables and facilitate the regular arrival 

of inputs to this important region, which is the country's easternmost. 
In other words, this route would go far to meet the demand for tubers 
and other produce in both the city of Guantanamo and in Santiago Province, 
which is not known for its production of vegetables and fruit. 


We have learned that Navegacion Caribe is purchasing a number of vessels 
from the fishing industry that are not profitable there and that can 

be overhauled for cabotage service as a quick, temporary means of 
boosting its freight traffic. Two of them are already in operation 

in the eastern provinces, one 700-ton and another 900-ton ship, and 

a third, the 3,000-ton "Oceano Antartico," will be used for nationwide 
cabotage. A minimum of investment is needed to place these ships 

in service and achieve stable freight levels. Those already in operation 
are the "Frucuba" and the "Batalla de Mal Tiempo," and the 600-ton 
"Clodomiro” will soon join them. 


The Schooners--The eastern region's traditional fleet consists of 
small, 40- to 50-ton wooden schooners some of which have been sailing 
for up to 100 years. They will thus be backed up by the much larger 
steel units mentioned above. In the case of Baracoa, these heavier- 
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tonnage vessels will handle their cargo via lighters, inasmuch as 
the waters there are not deep enough. We should point out, however, 
that the bay is currently being dredged to no less than 4 meters so 
that ships will soon be able to dock righc at the new wharf. 


Static Capacity, Handling and Transportation--The new merchant vessels 
and the backups for the old schooners will give the dry cargo fleet 

a static capacity of some 10,000 tons, which will enable it to meet 

the overall cargo transport demands of 90,000 tons, mostly for Santiago 
and Guatanamo, through the port of Boqueron and the city of Baracoa 

in the case of the latter. 


We could say that this freight traffic will be instrumental in meeting 
the basic needs of both the population, industry and agriculture, 
such as the transportation of fertilizers. 


We should note here that this work program will not be easy. It will 
depend on how smoothly the vessels are rotated, and in this regard 
the speed with which cargo is loaded and unloaded and, logically, 

the coordination between the local economy and the port will play a 
major role, 


Meetings have been held with the People's Government organs to prevent 
precisely such problems, and contracts were signed calling for the 
timely delivery of cargo shipments. 


Although the rains caused some problems, loading a..d unloading activities 
had posted a good record as of April. They were 9 percent above quota 
and up 49.2 percent from the same period in 1982. The hope for the 
remainder of the year is to stabilize at around 8,000 a month or 
occasionally higher. 


For its part, freight transport is at 93.4 percent of quota. Astonishingly 
enough, however, it is up almost threefold over the first few months 

of last year. These statistics speak eloquently of the boom in activity 
along the eastern coast. In addition, passengers are also transported 
along this route between Baracoa and Moa and Baracoa and Yamaniguay, 

with the resulting social impact in this remote region. 


With regard to infrastructure, Navegacion Caribe has been given the 
"Romero" dock in Santiago. Although it is being repaired to handle 
heavy-tonnage ships, it can currently handle smaller vessels. It 

also has repair shops that insure technical care for the coastal fleet, 
as well as ramps for the schooners to maintain their performance. 


The Crews, The Driving Force in Efficiency--We must in no way overlook 
the human aspect. We are talking about the attitude of the crews. 

Even though the coastal fleet will benefit from the heavier vessels 
that will be joining it, some of them even recently built overseas and 
that will transport large volumes of cargo nationwide, it also has 
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older vessels that it does not plan to retire precisely because they 

are magnificently maintained by their crews. Some are more than 40 

years old, others 30, and so on. Some good examples are the "Bahia 

de Mariel,” “Bahia de Nipe," “Habana,” "Las Villas," "Matanzas," "Frucuba," 
"Batalla de Mal Tiempo." 


Each of these vessels operates at high efficiency thanks to the creativity, 
tenacity, dedication and emulative spirit of each of the crews, both 

on individual ships and fleetwide. And what can we say about the 

schooners. Averaging 60 tons, they fearlessly (as we ourselves experienced) 
cut through the rough waters of the Caribbean, the always dangerous 

Paso de los Vientos in particular, transporting every day the freight 

needed for the economic and social life of not only the coastal areas 

but also the remote, difficult-to-reach inland regions. One route 

we could cite runs between Baracoa and Maisi. 


Broader Overview--As an aside here we should point out that for some 

time now specialists from the MITRANS Transportation Research Institute, 

in coordination with the experts in Navegacion Caribe, have been conducting 
studies to lay the definitive groundwork for the expansion of coastwise 
shipping in the eastern provinces. These studies have dealt with the types 
of vessels, port facilities and storage, various kinds of freight 

for economic and social purposes, technological resources...Some even 
determined how little investment would be needed to make such facilities 
operative. 


Studies and recommendations were made regarding ports alone for Santiago, 
Puerto Vita, Antilla, Guatemala and Felton, and regarding the shipping 

of fertilizers by tug-drawn lighters, for Nicaro, Moa, Baracoa, Baltiquiri 
(salt zone), Taco, Bay, Cayo Guin, Maisi, Manzanillo, Niquero, Cayo 

Mambi, Sagua de Tanamo, Chivirico and Pilon. 


The general aim is to make coastal shipping the main means of transporting 
large volumes of freight towards the interior of the country, especially 
in its easternmost region. This would help us to conserve motor vehicle 
parts, such as tires and batteries, as well as fuel, which, in turn, 

would mean smaller outlays in the freely convertible currencies from 

the capitalist area. 


The hope is that motor vehicle transportation (trailers and other 

such vehicles) will eventually cover only short distances or simply 
take cargo from the port warehouses to the local economy or vice-versa, 
leaving it up to coastwise shipping and railways to carry heavy cargo 
over long stretches. 


8743 
CSO: 3248/1211 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


CULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH AFGHANISTAN--A cultural agreement between Cuba and 
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan was signed in the Protocol Hall of 
the Ministry of Foreign Relations by Manuel Penado, Cuban ambassador to 
that country, and his counterpart, Abdol Samad Azhar. After the signing 
of the protocol, the Cuban ambassador proposed another document calling 


for friendly relations [words indistinct]. [Text] [FL251246 Havana Domestic 
Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 25 Aug 83] 


CSO: 3248/1251 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 





GOVERNMENT SHOWS SURPLUS FOR FIRST SIX MONTHS 

Figures Reported 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 16 Aug 83 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Jose Romero] 


[Text] At the end of last month, the total fiscal income of the government 
amounted to the sum of $656 million with an income surplus of some $72.5 
million compared to the same preceding period, that is, about 12 percent 
greater. 


Between January and July of last year, total tax collections amounted to 
$583.5 million. 


Of special note, the increase is due to normal, ordinary tax collections 
and not to internal sources, since the latter dropped from one comparable 
period to the other. 


For example, between January and July 1982, the special income received by 
the National Treasury from internal sources reached $91.2 million, while 

in the same period of the current year it remained at $76.3 million, or $14.9 
million less. 


Also in the special income from outside sources, the Treasury shows a deficit 
of $15 million dropping from $67.3 million to a $52.3 million aggregate 
tax income in the two periods. 


Also recorded in the internal Treasury income were special contributions from 
the Rosario [government owned mining company]. The same holds for income from 
Treasury Certificates. 


The Central Bank issues scrip which it transfers to governmental bodies via 
the Reserve Bank that does not appear in the Treasury accounting. 


Including all the income already recorded the government has only failed to 
receive some $165 million in order to reach the estimated $820 million total 


for the year. 


But if we only rely on regular sources, that is to say, excluding internal 
sources and other extra income, they would lack about $293 million to complete 


the estimated total for the year. 
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Through tax collection services, in respect to fiscal income, total receipts 
were in surplus as of last 31 July. 


The Customs Department had reported $125.5 million, the equivalent of $34.9 
million more than last year (by 38.5 percent). In the same period last year, 
Customs reported $90.6 million. 


The ministerial department of Taxes on Revenue had a surplus of $17.5 million 
(including contributions from the Rosario for 14.6 percent increase). And 
the department of Internal Revenue registered a $12.6 million surplus, a 

10.8 percent increase, their income reaching $129.6 million as against $117 
million in the previous period. 


Results Questioned 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 22 Aug 83 p 6 
{Editorial ] 


[Text] We have read that the Inter-American Development Bank (BID) believes 
that our country must restrict its imports and increase its exports in order 
to stabilize its economy and be able to go about settling its foreign debt. 


The BID relies on very notable economic experts and must be certain of what 
they say. 


But ignorance also has its rights: one of them is not to understand things. 
And be able to say so. 


The bulk of Dominican imports are paid with so-called “our own dollars", that 
is to say, those over which the Central Bank has relinquished its sovereignty 
and control. 


Among these imports with our own dollars are all the articles that could be 
considered "restricted". 


The country, happily does not have mentionable foreign credit, as they are 
not those philanthropic loans that are usually called "conscessionary." 


So that the "restricted" goods that the country imports are paid by dollars-- 
outside the Central Bank. That is to say, remittances from absent Dominicans, 
tourist income, variable incentives and certificates of variable securities 
and other income outside the area of control of the Central Bank. 


Dominican imports are much greater than its exports. 


It could be said, at first glance, that there is a deficit in the balance 
of trade. 


But that deficit does not constitute a debt of the country--yet they do not 
give credit. 
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It is simply paid with “our own dollars", cited above, so lovingly promoted 
by the Dominican economic authorities as a show of wisdom and monetary realism. 


It could be argued that the dollars that they would save on the import restric- 
tions would be put to amortize the Dominican foreign debt. 


No such thing. 


Those dollars are guaranteed in multiple resolutions but are not subscribed 
to in any way by the Central Bank. 


The import restrictions in a country that has no foreign credit indicates that 
there are devices to pay for those imports, and that it is necessary to 
restrict them, in a direct way since there are means of payment. 


Paradoxically, they indicate that there is a surplus of dollars in order to 
pay for imports at prices of the Parallel Market. 


Not a deficit. 
That surplus contributes to enlarging the dollar deposits abroad of Dominicans. 
They will not serve to ease the situation in regard to other foreign pay- 


ments of the country. 


We believe, truly, that our country is an exporter of capital, by means of 
excess credits and monetary terrorism. 


9989 
CSO: 3248/1232 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


VENEZUELA'S SORIANO DISCUSSED INVESTMENT AID 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 2 Aug 83 p 8A 


[Interview with Venezuelan Investment Fund President Luis Soriano by Economic 
Editor Joge Romero: "Venezuela Will Continue Cooperation"; date and place not 
speci ied} 

[Text] Question: First of all, to what extent did the drop in oil prices affect 
the programs and projects of the Venezuelan Investment Fund? 


Answer: Obviously, with the reduction in oil prices and the subsequent drop in 
the country's final earnings, the Venezuelan Investment Fund has experienced 

a decline in financial contributions. This circumstance has led to the need 

for redrafting some projects, postponing the start of some others, until we can 
come up with the funds necessary to make that possible. Thus it is evident that 
the financial planning of the FIV [Venezuelan Investment Fund] has been modi- 
fied, taking into account this change on the international oil market--in spite 
of the fact that we had funds that were held abroad as a result of the treasury 
revenues of earlier years. 


Question: By what percentage will the budget or the operating capital be reduced, 
if it can be expressed in a quantitative way? 


Answer: We have accumulated funds which right now can come to something like 
$1,500 million abroad; but we have commitments in connection with meeting the 
schedule for the execution of projects now underway. In addition to that we 
have annual payments equivalent to 5 percent of the total petroleum earnings. 
When the total petroleum earnings went down, those 5 percent were reduced and, 
speaking in terms of an order of magnitudes, we hoped, for example, this year to 
have something like 2.5 billion bolivares whereas we probably will wind up with only 
something like 2 billion . bolivares. Thus, the net decline for this year of 
1983 will be something like 500 million bolivares and that is a rather appreci- 
able figure; it is practically one-fifth of the annual amount. 


Question: In that context, how will the Dominican Republic emerge from all this? 


Answer: I want t Say above all that President Herrera has been very persistent in 
maintaining the cooperation programs which we have with the Dominican Republic 
and in spite of that major decline in treasury revenues and the country's 
foreign exchange earnings, the political determination, both of the Venezuelan 
president and President De La Madrid, of Mexico, was to maintain and to continue 
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these agreements. This must therefore be done in conjunction with the new 
economic and financial situation of both countries; both of these countries 
have felt this drop in their incomes and there have obviously been some changes 
in the agreements but they will be continued within the possibilities of the 
country for another year. During the recent Cancun meeting, which was attended 
by the presidents of the Contadora Group, that gathering was used to draw up 

a special act, apart from the gathering as such, during which the participants 
signed the extension of the agreement, the so-called San Jose Agreement, for 
another year. In othe~ words, it runs from August of this year until August 
1984, 


Question: It has been said that the period of a year is very short and that this 
does not permit the petroleum countries to benefit from the agreement so as to 
plan their petroleum supplies and budgets in financial terms for longer periods 
of time covering several years. Did you contemplate any change along these 
lines? 


Answer: So far we have in effect been looking at annual extensions. We did 
not study the possibility of extending those deadlines but this is within the 
realm of possibility and we are waiting for the conversations with the respec- 
tive governments to see whether there would any merit in changing the periods 
of time involved. At any rate, I believe that the important thing is the 
ratification of the political determination within the financial possibilities 
of our countries in terms of continuing with those agreements which, moreover, 
effectively contribute to the execution of important development plans, in the 
case of the Dominican Republic especially through the development of hydro- 
electric projects which will make it possible to refrain from importing energy 
from the outside. In this way I believe that the Dominican Republic is attain- 
ing the fundamental objectives behind those agreements. 


Question: This has also helped us in facilitating the counterpart to promote 
other related loans. 


Answer: Of course. Well, now, that involves those hydroelectric, water pipeline, 
and general infrastructure development projects which have been carried out; 

we have been participating not only through the FIV but we also more recently 
looked into the possibility of involving other international financing agencies, 
such as the OPEC fund, for example; they might thus participate in those pro- 
jects and in this way we might further strengthen the financing possibilities 

in the Dominican Republic through the cooperation of various multilateral 
financing organizations and the FIV. We think that it would be possible in 
some cases to put together a financing package in which, for example, we would 
have participating the Inter-American Development Bank, the OPEC Fund, and the 
FIV, with local resources contributed through the budget; this would make it 
possible to draw up vast projects for the Dominican economy. 


Question: And so, with new sources, it would be possible to compensate for the 
drop in contributions from the FIV. 


Answer: Of course. It is important to point out, with respect to this reduction, 
that we are at all times trying to make sure that the lower petroleum billing 
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financing percentage be compared to the reduction experienced in petroleum 
prices and that the actual outgo of foreign exchange from the Dominican 
Republic, for the purchase of petroleum abroad, be kept at the same level. 

We must not lose sight of the fact that petroleum prices dropped between 

94-6, depending upon the product, so that the country as a matter of fact has 
to pay less for petroleum due to the decline in prices. The exact calculation 
of the billing percentage which would have to be financed in the end will 
determine the fact that the payments theoretically to be made by the country 
during this fiscal year will be similar to those we had last year. Thus, there 
is no deterioration in the balance of payments of the Dominican Republic. 


Question: Do you expect using your visit for contacts relating to new projects 
witn the authorities? 

é 
Answer: Not only do I hope to make new contacts but I expect to pursue those 
which have already been initiated. Yesterday, the moment I arrived in the 
Dominican Republic, I had a meeting with the technical secretary of the 
Dominican Republic, engineer Ramon Albuquerque, later on we also met with 
the secretary of public works, with whom we talked earlier, first of all about 
the development of projects now in progress and, second, about the future 
requests which the Dominican government thinks of making for the financing of 
other projects. We agreed to hold a working session and we are trying to find 
the time necessary within the commitments we have toward the SELA [Latin American 
Economic System]-ECLA meeting, to talk about projects of interest to the 
Dominican Republic. 


Question: In your opinion, does Venezuela want to hav: the permanent secre- 
tariat of the SELA? 


Answer: Well, there has been talk in recent days about the possibility that a 
Venezuelan candidate might opt for that important position. For that, we would 
have to have the necessary backing and I would not like to say anything in 
particular now, in advance, until there is a specific proposal. 


Question: It was said that Uruguay also wants that post and that its ambassador 
Real, previously assigned to ALADI [Latin American Integration Association], 
has established contacts to get the votes of the countries of the Andean Pact. 


Answer: There have been reports in recent weeks, especially in the press, 
about the possibility of having a Venezuelan candidate. But we are involved 
in conversations to determine the majority opinion of some of the SELA member 
countries. 


Question: Can we now expect some change--now that Venezuela is having elections-- 
regarding the Venezuelan position on the Latin American problem complex and the 
San Jose Accord--if the party now in opposition should win the elections? 


Answer: There are aspects of national life which fortunately have produced a 
sufficiently concurrent opinion on the part of the various politica! sectors of 
the country. This specifically is the case with international financial co- 
operation where Venezuela has proposed continuity from the administrative 
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viewpoint since we have already had two administrations with two different 
political approaches--one under the social democrats and the other one under the 
Christian democrats. We not only continued the process of integration but we 
also tried to improve the mechanisms of the agreement which enables us to 
think, that, in no case, regardless of the outcome of the elections to be held 
shortly, there would have to be any amendments to the San Jose Agreement, 
except those that spring from our country’s economic and financial situation. 
We think however that we have arrived at a situation featuring a drop in 
earnings which have now reached their bottom and that expresses what we are 
basically thinking; as for the future, we think that, if there are no increases 
in prices over the next several years, then we will continue to have prices 
similar to those we have now, Thus there would be no reason to think that there 
would be any major additional amendments to the San Jose Agreement. 





Question: The petroleum market is recovering and now, recently, both Mexico 
and Venezuela have announced some adjustments. 


Answer: There have been minor adjustments in the price of some products, 
basically, petroleum with a certain degree of gravity; but these are adjust- 
ments which have no great significance and which obviously are in keeping with 
the growing strength of the market for these products. But, in general, the 
weighted average of the various degrees of gravity of petroleum continues to 
feature a rather stabilized situation; we think that this will continue at 
least for the next several years. These are the prospects which we now have 
before us and which spring from the last meeting of the OPEC, recently held in 
Helsinki; this also veflects the decision of the OPEC to maintain the output 
levels more or less steady within an amount varying between 16-17 million barrels 
for all. 





Question: Press reports tell us that Venezuela could ask for a dispensation 
from its fellow producers to lower the output ceiling which has been fixed 
in view of its foreign debt problems. 


Answer: We have not heard anything official about that in Venezuela. I only 
have some press reports, precisely, those from yesterday, which mention that 
possibility, for specific purposes, such as the foreign debt. But I did not 
hear the minister of energy and mining say that this matter has been made 

official within the OPEC and I only saw the newspaper reports on that score. 


Question: We have also seen press clippings, specificaly, from a Mexican 
periodical, saying that Mexico and Venezuela did not see why the nations bene- 
fitting from the San Jose Accord should take domestic measures that would imple- 
ment the objective of that agreement, that is, to keep reducing petroleum 
imports or dependence, taking energy diversification measures in a serious 

and appreciable form. 


Answer: I really believe that the facts demonstrate that approximately /0 
percent of the funds granted by way of loans within the FIV were directed at 
projects aimed at replacing petroleum with alternate energy sources, bagvically, 
hydroelectric, calling for the replacement of petroleum with water in electric 
energy generation. The case of the Dominican Republic is one of the most 
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important examples in this connection since the projects that have been 

carried out here are fundamentally aimed in that direction. Right now, there 
is a project called Madrigal which has the advantage of permitting much of the 
water currently obtained from reservoirs, through the use of pumps that need 
energy, instead be obtained directly, thus saving energy as the project goes 
‘orward. This is true of almost all countries to the point that 70-75 percent 
of the funds are concentrated in that direction. We are thus achieving this 
objective. Besides, during a recent meeting we had in Mexico with Minister 
Labastida, we tried to boost proposals along these nines so as to give priority 
to financing for the energy sector. 


Question: Finally, what is Venezuela's position toward that meeting? 


Answer: We came with a great deal of interest in supporting, on the one hand, 
the initiative of President durtado of Ecuador, in calling the Latin American 
countries together to analyze a SELA-CEPAL document about the economic and 
financial problem complex and the search for solutions to the crisis which is 
a consequence of the international economic crisis. First of all we must 
analyze that document, seeking common ways to resolve this delicate situation, 
especially regarding the problems of financing and the foreign debt as well 

as renegotiation, which deserves special mention. We must also look at finan- 
cing by international institutions to supply additional funds since we need 
fresh resources for projects that have priority. We must also take up the 
topic of the mechanisms of financial cooperation between our own countries 

and we must step up inter-regional trade and we must strengthen the integration 
mechanisms. These are aspects on which we will place special emphasis. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PAR LEADER DENIES MAJOR PARTIES’ REPRESENTATION 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 12 Aug 83 p 3 


[Interview with Ernesto Oyarbide, secretary general of the PAR, by EL MUNDO 
editors; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The so-called majority parties that are in the Constituent Assembly do 
not represent even 40 percent of the Salvadoran people, Ernesto Oyarbide said 
in a visit with our editors. 


Oyarbide, who was named secretary general of the PAR [Renovation Action Paxty], 
so that it could participate in the elections of 28 March of last year, had 

to leave the country because he was accused, he said, of a crime he did not 
commit, and therefore took asylum in Mexico. 


He stated that he had now resumed his political activities and had convoked a 
meeting with the Popular Orientation Party (POP), and the Independent Democratic 
Party (PID), now being organized, to try to form a common front against the 
so-called "majority" parties. 


Oyarbide said that "despite efforts to exaggerate the importance of the March, 
1982 elections, absenteeism was 65 percent, but the minority parties have not 
been able to exploit this potential pool of voters because of lack of 
financial resources." He added that the new front favored a dialogue because 
it believes this is the only road to peace in El Salvador. The ideas of the 
youths who have taken up arms and those who support them can best be developed 
in a setting of authentic democracy. 


Ernesto Oyarbide said that there is talk here of "a political opening," but for 
the moment this is only on paper. "In reality, what we do have is repression 
on the part of those who have divided up power among themselves and are 
retaining it,” the PAR secretary general said. 


At the same time Oyarbide asked for recognition of the political debt in a way 
that would benefit all the parties on an equal basis and not the way the 
majority parties want to do this. He also said that the POP, the PAR, and the 
PID, which is in the process of being organized, were supporting the peace 
commission in the delicate task given it. 


Finally, he said he wanted to express his gratitude for the kind treatment given 
Salvadorans in Mexico, especially those fleeing from violence. He mentioned 
Attorney Luis Ortiz Monasterio, who provides much help to Salvadoran refugees. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


FUSADES LEADERS CALLS FOR GOVERNMENT AID FOR PRODUCTION 
San Salvador EL DIARIO DE HOY in Spanish 13 Aug 83 pp 4, 17 


[Text] In recent years the economy of this country has begun to deteriorate 
at an accelerated pace, and the principal reason the country has remained 
afloat is the hard work of the Salvadoran people and the tenacity of its 
businessmen, Roberto Orellana M., director and founder of the Salvadoran 
Development Foundation (FUSADES) states. 


In order to begin the process of economic recovery and stop begging for 

foreign aid, it is necessary for the government to take the measures needed to 
create an atmosphere of confidence and security and to adopt clear and definite 
policies that will support the efforts of the productive sectors. 


Orellana M. recently published a study entitled "Outline of a Strategy for the 
Recovery of the Salvadoran Economy," from which we take these notes on the 
present condition of our economy. 


Destructive Actions 


The process of accelerated deterioration, says Orellana M., is caused by the 
destructive actions of the subversive groups, the international economic 
situation, and the measures taken by the previous administration which 
dislocated the production mechanism that maintained the country's economy. 


The results of this economic deterioration, he continues, have been a decrease 
in production throughout all the productive sectors, an increase in 
unemployment, a reduction in exports, limitations on imports, an increase in the 
fiscal deficit, greater interference by government in economic activities, and 
greater dependence on foreign countries. 


FUSADES believes it is urgent to decide on a strategy for economic recovery 
in this country as the basis for a program of specific actions in the economic 
field. 


Vicious Circle 
In studying the economic indicators, Orellana M. adds, and the problems of 


the various economic sectors, the conclusion is reached that the Salvadoran 
economy has entered a descending vicious circle initiated by a decrease in 
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production among the productive sectors, which results in a reduction in 
exports and employment. 


The reduction in exports, he adds, requires limitations on imports, which in 
turn have a negative impact on production and exports, necessitating an 
increase in credits and grants from abroad. 


At the same time, he points out, the government's fiscal revenues are also 
reduced at a time when it needs more funds to combat the guerrillas and 

generate jobs, creating deficits in the budget which have to be financed from 
internal and foreign sources. The resources assigned from the public sector 
diminish those available for the productive sector, which in turn has a negative 
impact on this sector's production, and thus the vicious circles is closed. 


The only way to break this vicious circle, he pronounces, is to assign the 
resources needed by the productive sector to augment its production, especially 
in those areas that generate the largest amount of foreign exchange and jobs. 


There Is No Policy 


However, Orellana M. says, the present administration has no clear policy in this 
regard, nor has it taken the measures needed to begin a recovery; its economic 
policy is one of "maintenance," by which it only succeeds in limiting economic 
deterioration, but it is not breaking the vicious circle we are in. It must be 
recognized, however, that the conservative policy followed by the monetary 
authorities in the last 3 years has prevented a worse deterioration in the 
economy since it was not possible to initiate a process of economic recovery 
because of the policies of the previous administration. 


Considering the difficult conditions experienced by this country during the past 
3 years, he points out, it is a marvel that the economy of the country has not 
completely collapsed, as in the case of other countries that do not have the 
political and military problems we have but have abundant natural resources. 


The principal reason the country has remained afloat is the hard work of the 
Salvadoran people and the tenacity of its businessmen, who have met adversity 
with courage. In addition, the increase in foreign aid has been an important 
factor in preventing total deterioration. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


PRESSURE GROUPS’ INTEREST IN NEW CONSTITUTION NOTED 
San Salvador EL MUNDO in Spanish 17 Aug 83 p 27 


[Text] The presence of thousands and thousands of peasants belonging to the 
Salvadoran Communal Union (UCS) yesterday in the vicinity of the Assembly 
complemented the publication of a manifesto by the UPD [Demcratic Popular Unity] 
whose top official, Gabriel Pilona, told this writer that such demonstrations 
will take place with the participation of various organizations on various 
dates, as long as the articles of the Constitution are under discussion in the 
plenary of the Congress. 


The UPD is just one of the organizations that were mentioned some time ago as 
possibly becoming political parties. This entity, however, has a total 
following of hundreds of thousands of blue- and white-collar workers and 
peasants, and it is without a doubt a force that is known among political 


theorists to be a pressure group whose goal could be either to help a govern- 
ment or to destabilize it. 


In addition to this organization, however, there are undoubtedly others that 
are struggling to prevail with their programs and their goals, as far as the 
new Constitution is concerned: the General Association of Public and Muni- 
cipal Employees (AGEPYM), for one, the University, for another, and finally, 
the entities that represent economically powerful groups. All of them want 
and know that they are seeking a historical echo in the provisions the new 
Constitution will contain, It was for that reason that the Salvadoran 
Authentic Institutional Party (PAISA) managed to insert an article prohibit- 
ing the statization or nationalization of the mass media, something that had 
certainly never been contemplated here before, but since the legislation is 
for the future, and it is not to be... 


Nevertheless, I personally am inclined to believe that this borders on the 
utopian, since if we look closely, within the democratic system we think is 
being forged little by little, which is within the Western sphere where there 
is respect for free enterprise, it is impossible to imagine even the nation- 
alization of a journalistic enterprise, whether it be radio, TV or print 
journalism. All in all, even though it may be legislated constitutionally, 

if the guerrillas ever come to power, the first thing they will do is set 
aside the Constitution, frame their activities wizhin parameters that directly 
relate to their Marxist-Leninist doctrine (others say that in Latin America it 








is known as Castro-Guevarism .. .) and, along those lines, nationalize not 


only publishing firms, radios and other media, but even the way Salvadorans 
walk... 


Thus, as far as the future Constitution is concerned, any norm of that nature 
will be fine and will be accepted and adhered to by democratic governments; 
but not by autocratic governments. We should understand that very clearly. 


But returning to the presence—physical or not—of pressure groups and vested 
interests in everything relating to the discussion and upcoming promulgation 
of the Constitution, all this (regardless of banners and colors) is an 
indication that many grassroots sectors are indeed interested in and closely 
following the efforts of the deputies. 


The members of our Constitutional Assembly should bear this in mind, because 
if there is a clear awareness that they are not the best, at least they have 
been the bravest; and if they are not the wisest, at least they have had the 
first experience of a multi-party and multi-directional Congress, which places 
them in a unique position in history. This does not, however, relieve them of 
responsibility in the face of the enormous challenge that awaits them with 


regard to the generations to come. Soon we will talk a little more about this 
point. 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


FRESH WATER PRAWN FARMING--For the first time in Salvadoran history, the 
cultivation of prawns in river water represents a hope for improving the 
economy and for giving a significant boost to the fish-breeding industry. 

This new stage in national pisciculture began with the launching of the "Fresh 
Water Prawn Larva Production Project” in January of this year in Quezalte- 
peque, La Libertad, when the Surge, S.A. firm purchased in Panama some larvae 
of the species Macrobrachium Rosenbergii, originally from Asia. According to 
Biologist Ricardo Hernandez, who is in charge of the project, "one of the 
greatest obstacles in the cultivation of prawns is the fact that they do not 
reproduce in fresh water ponds, where they are kept until they reach the 
proper size for consumption. But this problem has been overcome, since for 
the first time in El Salvador we have been able to complete the life cycle of 
these organisms in a laboratory where the equipment has been put together with 
materials and experts from this country." The firm's technicians claim that a 
pond owner can obtain a harvest of between 1,000 and 2,000 pounds of prawns 
per block, every 6 to 8 months, depending on managewent technique. Thus, the 
company has established a goal of producing a total of 3 million larvae per 
year, for sale to those interested in this product. [Text] [Article by Rhina 


ry Serrano] [San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 22 Aug 83 pp 3, 
42) 892 


NEW HYDROELECTRIC DAM--In the next few days the San Lorenzo Hydroelectric Dam 
will begin operating. The dam is located at kilometer 90 of the Panamerican 
Highway East, at the height of the Cuscatlan Bridge, according to spokesmen 
for the executive Hydroelectric Commission of Rio Lempa. This project, cost- 
ing a total of $290 million, will produce 180,000 kilowatts per hour, a 
capacity greater than that of the Cerron Grande Dam, according to the spokes- 
men, In various government, industry, and commerce circles, and among the 
public, it is noted with satisfaction that in previous months, the general 
opinion was that the San Lorenzo Dam would never be finished because of the 
war going on in El Salvador. Nevertheless, the government has announced that 
within a few days this project will be dedicated; it has already begun to gen- 
erate power. The first tests were successful, and over the next few days 
full-capacity trials will take place. At this time the turbogenerators are 
being installed, and the spillways and enginehouse are in full operation, as 


are the production systems in — [Text] [San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA 
in Spanish 18 Aug 83 p 3] 892 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


CONFECOOP SUBMITS $27 MILLION PROJECTS PROPOSAL 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 22 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text] The economic cabinet has in its possession a package of cooperative 
projects which, totaling 27 million quetzals, was presented by Guatemala's 
Confederation of Cooperative Federations (CONFECOOP) as one of the actions 
of the cooperative movement in the country's economic recovery. 


The preceding information was given in a press conference by agronomist Felix 
Gandara Giron, Miguel Angel Solorzano and Rodolfo Orozco, the confedera- 
tion's chairman, director and representative, respectively, who had met with 
the State Council to reaffirm the organization's position on the fourth 
anniversary of its founding. 


CONFECOOP comprises the nine legally constituted federations of housing, 
saving and credit, fishing, consumpiton, agroindustrial, small business, 
agricultural production and marketing, technical and financial assistance, 
etc., and its purpose is to encourage the movement's representation in the 
national and international communities, promote the spread of Guatemalan 
cooperativism and define basic policies for cooperative development over the 
short, medium and long terms. 


Agronomist Felix Gandara Giron stated that the federated cooperative movement, 
affiliated with that confederation, in view of its needs and the solution 

of the problems of its rank-and-file organizations and the maintenance and 
development of those organizations, has evolved projects of varied economic 
nature to be carried out in the country's interior, particularly in the so- 
called areas of conflict. 


The cost of these projects comes to a total of 27.9 million quetzals of which 
the institution is admiristering--along with national and foreign institu- 
tions--a total of 22.7 million quetzals. "Their realization," he said, 

"will benefit thousands of Guatemalan cooperants and communities where rank- 
and-file cooperatives do not exist. The impact on the country's general 
economy will be felt through the carrying out of the cooperative projects." 


Gandara Giron advised that the projects planned cover the marketing and pro- 
cessing of corn and wheat, 4,552,464 quetzals; the marketing of wheat in 
areas of conflict where cooperatives do not exist, 65,800 quetzals; the 
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marketing of beans, 700,000 quetzals, and of corn, 51,000 quetzals; the 
production and marketing of Chinese peas, 250,000 quetzals; high-altitude 
fruit trees, 249,000 quetzals; the marketing of fertilizers and plant treat- 
ment products, 2,843,903 quetzals; four mill, 2,000,000 quetzals; and the 
settlement of lands and exploitation of the agricultural enterprise of Peten, 
2,507,364 quetzals. 


Fishing fleet, machinery and equipment for the preservation and handling of 
products, 1,608,660 quetzals; the economic reactivation of cooperatives 
which no longer exist in areas of conflict, 288,920 quetzals; the construc 
tion of warehouses and retail stores, 109,000 quetzals; cooperative food 
outlet, 701,629 quetzals; housing program, 11,512,000 quetzals; an emerging 
plan for work capital and the marketing of small-business products, 125,000 
quetzals; a development plan for small-business production cooperatives, 
157,000 quetzals; the promotion and publicizing of small-business products, 
15,000 quetzals; and miscellaneous agricultural and industrial products, 
121,597 quetzals. 


The following federations will participate in carrying out these projects: 
FECOAR, FEDECOAG, FECOMERQ, FEDECCON, FEDEPESCA, FENACOVI, ARTEXCO, FENECOAC 
and FEDECOCAGUA; these federations account for 70 percent of the country's 
cooperants who total 200,000. Finally, it is said that it is desired to 
stress the importance of cooperativism in the country's economic recovery, 
principally its recovery efforts in the rural area of the Guatemalan high- 
land plain. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


MEJIA VICTORES WORKS TO RESOLVE UNIVERSITY PROBLEMS 
Decrees Revised 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Aug 83 p 14 


[Text] Guatemala City--Guatemala's new strong man, Gen Oscar Humberto Mejia 
Victores, has promised to resolve the economic and budgetary crisis which is 
threatening to wake it impossible next year for more than 17,000 students to 
enter Guatemala's University of San Carlos (USAC). 


That promise was made shortly after the new Guatemalan president took over 
the government subsequent to the coup d'etat which, on the previous Monday, 
deposed Gen Efrain Rios Montt as president of Guatemala and a short time 
after a lengthy speech which De Eduardo Meyer Maldonado, USAC's distinguished 
president, made before the State Council, 


In his discourse, endorsed by a plenary session of the Higher University 
Council, Meyer Maldonado said that the USAC does not have sufficient funds to 
take care of the 42,792 students who are being educated there and pointed 

out that the center for higher studies is presently suffering from a budget 
deficit which will exceed 6,300,000 quetzals. 


When Mejia Victores was informed about the situation by the State Council, he 
not only revised a decree law which recognized university autonomy but also 
revised a decree law which recognized university autonomy in the prescribed 
amount. The chief executive received the university officials in his office 
at the Presidential Palace, and upon leaving the president, Dr Meyer 
Maldonado told LA PRENSA that "we viewed with pleasure the statements made 

by Gen Mejia Victores after he was sworn in, not only concerning the univer- 
sity but also with regard to suppressing the special privilege courts and 
respecting the freedom of the press; he thus recognized the informative and 
orientative work of the news media." 


Missing Persons Investigations 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 20 Aug 83 p 8 


[Text] "Six of the missing university students have returned home," 
according to a statement made yesterday by Dr Eduardo Meyer, president of 
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the San Carlos university, after leaving a meeting he had had with the head 
of state, Gen Oscar Humberto Mejia Victores, 


The director of the academic institution said that on previous occasions he 
had spoken of this touchy subject with Gen Mejia Victores and that the 
general had expressed his desire for the investigations to be intensified to 
put an end to the teachers and students of the USAC who have been kidnaped 
or who have disappeared in a mysterious manner. 


"Of the 43," he said, “only 6 have reappeared. Meanwhile, the families of 
those who are still missing believe that they might be the victims of the 
special privilege courts; however, it has not been possible to ascertain 
their whereabouts. 


USAC's Economic Problem 


At another point in his press conference, Meyer told the reporters that in 
his meeting with Mejia Victores the general spoke of USAC's financial 
situation. | 


"Nevertheless," he stated, "the university, concerned with the above problem, 
is reaching an understanding with the students whereby modest sums of money 
will be provided to aid in resolving the economic crisis facing the USAC." 


The university president suggested the possibility that some students would 
pay at least 20 questzals, other 15 or 10, in accordance with socioeconomic 
studies to be carried out previously. 


"In addition, more than 3,000 scholarships will be granted to students who, 
in reality, can pay nothing.” 


Meyer indicated that this plan is being viewed with great interest by the 
Student body. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


DEFENSE MINISTERS’ POLITICAL INELIGIBILITY PLEASES PARTIES 
CAN Awaits Electoral Law 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 20 Aug 83 p 6 


[Text] "I find the head of state's idea very good that a former minister of 
defense cannot be a presidential candidate until 3 years after leaving 
office," Mario Aguilar Arroyo, secretary general of Authentic Nationalist 
Central (CAN), said yesterday. 


"I only hope the idea will crystallize as part of the electoral law, for one 
who has held that responsibility and emerges as a presidential candidate has 
many possibilities of receiving collaboration and help from the governmental 
machinery, even though he may not have the necessary charisma. 


"Under those conditions, a candidate is sure to receive the support of the 
governmental sector and other state dependencies. 


"With that restriction applicable to former ministers of defense," he con- 
tinued, "greater possibilities for participation will be available to other 
sectors of the citizenry and there will be greater impartiality in the 
electoral event." 


Electoral Law 
"With regard to the new electoral bill proposal," Aguilar Arroyo continued, 
"we are awaiting an invitation from the chairman of the State Council to 
become acquainted with and analyze the proposed bill. 
"Engineer Jorge Serrano Elias told us that when the proposed bill is farther 
along, we shall receive the invitation. We shall be happy to attend in order 
to contribute our ideas inasmuch as we are dealing with a legal instrument of 
great importance, one which will henceforth govern electoral events. 

FUN Welcomes Proposal 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 20 Aug 83 p 6 


[Text] Forbidding ministers of defense to become candidates 
will make it possible to exercise true democracy. 
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"The declaration made by Gen Mejia Victores, head of state, that members of 
the military who want to run for president of the republic must wait 3 

years from the time they left. office is highly significant and stimulating," 
Gabriel Giron Ortiz, secretary general of National Unity Front (FUN), said 
yesterday. 


"FUN believes," he said, "that, under these conditions, it is obvious that 
in the country's next democratic phase the basic principle will be order, 
that is, the military should devote its efforts to the functions for which 
the army was established, in accordance with the country's constitutional 
law. 


"This will enable the joint armed forces of democracy to let the civilians 
be the ones to run the government; and, moreover, it is plausible that the 
idea expressed by Gen Mejia Victores will be respected-—-and definitely pro- 
posed by him--at the next national assembly to the effect that participation 
by the military with regard to public affairs will be restricted; this is of 
great satisfaction to FUN. 


"That development is of particular satisfaction inasmuch as Guatemala's 
latest regimes have been administe:ed by the military; and, in reality, 
nothing positive was achieved by those regimes; rather, subversive action 
became still more rampant throughout the country.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


OVER 40 THOUSAND LABORERS TO JOIN MEXICAN HARVEST 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 19 Aug 83 p 6 
[Article by Edgar Octavio Giron Castillo, correspondent (Via Rutas Lima) ] 


[Text] Ciudad Hidalgo, Chiapas Mexico--While the coffee growers of Soconusco 
are expressing their concern because the harvest could be lost due to the 
short supply of Guatemalan manpower, the first Guatemalan agricultural 
workers out of a total of 40-60,000 have begun to arrive in Mexican terri- 
tory. The Mexican coffee growers have requested that they come for the 
current harvest. 


The Soconusco coffee growers have asked for 40-60,000 Guatemalan workers to 
enter the country for the coffee harvest which is about to begin. However, 
they are very concerned because the recruiters or contractors believe that 
they will not be able to supply this number of Guatemalan workers for the 
coffee plantations, and it is feared that the coffee could be lost. 


The influx of Guatemalan workers into Mexican territory has begun, and last 
Monday 80 Guatemalans crossed the frontier. Fifty five are going to the 
Corcega estate, Villa Comaltitlan. They come from Suchitepequez, and were 
contracted for by Antonio Ajca. Twenty five are going to the Mexiquito 
estate, Tapachula, They come from Retalhueleu, and their contractor is 
Manuel Orozco. 


Mr Antonio Hernandez, the chief of immigration in this frontier town, himself 
attended the first large group of Guatemalan workers who crossed the frontier. 
Between 40-60,000 thousand Guatemalans have been authorized by the Mexican 
immigration authorities to cross into Chiapas and work on the coffee estates 
at the request of the Soconusco coffee growers, 


Mr Hernandez Gonzalez spoke to this PRENSA LIBRE correspondent, who inter- 
viewed him as he was giving all possible assistance to the first 80 Guat- 
emalan laborers who were entering Mexican territory. 


The head of immigration added that they only have to fulfill the basic 
procedural requirements, such as a listing on a labor supply card. Their 
entry, the official continued, is made legal by document FM~3 for agricultural 
workers, which is good for 3 months, and can be extended. The use of 
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Guatemalan labor on Chiapas coffee estates, said Mr Hernandez Gonzalez, is 

a custom which has been going on for time immemorial, and the influx of 
Guatemalan workers cannot be prevented. On the contrary, he said, they are 
being given every facility so that there will be no problems, since they are 
helping the agricultural development of Soconusco. 


Facilitating Entry 


Precise instructions from the Mexican Government through the branch ministry 
and the immigration office were given to the assistant immigration represen- 
tatives on the southern frontier by Javier Salazar y Salazar, representative 
of immigration services, so as to facilitate the entry of 40-60,000 Guatemala 
Guatemalan laborers, who will be responsible for picking the crop on the 
Soconusco coffee estates. 


This was reported by Mr Arturo Hernandez Gonzalez, head of immigration in 
this Mexican frontier post. He indicated that he had had a working meeting 
with Mr Salazar y Salazar, in which he was carefully instructed to render 
every assistance to the Guatemalan laborers who have been hired for the 
coffee harvest. 


The Guatemalan workers who have been hired for the coffee harvest, said Mr 
Hernandez Gonzalez, may remain in the country for 3 months or more, depending 
on how long the harvest lasts. But the Guatemalan workers who will work on 
the banana plantations will have to report to immigration every 30 days, 
since they are authorized to stay for one month. 


Regarding the petition drawn up by the Soconusco coffee growers, who asked 
for between 40-60,000 Guatemalan workers, Mr Hernandez Gonzales stated that 
that request had been granted, and the influx of Guatemalan laborers has 
begun. 


The entry of the Guatemalan workers is being processed for 8 to 15 hours 

a day, said the head of immigration. Extra personnel have been assigned 
during non-business hours to expedite the procedure, including on Saturdays 
and Sundays. 


In this way, he said, they have changed the procedure which was being used up 
until recently, which consisted of processing the entry of the Guatemalan 
workers a days weekly, which slowed up their entry into Mexican territory. 


Finally, Mr Hernandez Gonzalez explained that the personnel of the head 
office of immigration have been duly instructed that they should process 
the entry of the workers quickly, avoiding former corrupt practices whereby 
immigration employees exploited the Guatemalan workers by charging certain 
sums of money to permit them to enter, and treated them badly. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


FORMER GUERRILLAS RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 21 Aug 83 pp 2, 37 


[Text] One hundred and sixty-six peasants, natives of the town of Santo 
Domingo Suchiteqequez, who had been members of various subversive groups 

in the country, were returned to their homes yesterday morning in a ceremony 
which took place in the Carlos Salazar, Jr football stadium, in the city of 
Mazatenango, capital of the department of Suchitepequez. 


As Lt Col (infantry) Julio Enrique Caballeros, acting commander of military 
area 13 with headquarters in Mazatenango, told the national and international 
press, these peasants had voluntarily turned themselves in to the military 
authorities of that town approximately a month ago. 


Before these former subversives were handed over to their family members, who 
were anxiously awaiting them a few meters away, Commander Caballeros of the 
Jazatenango military area spoke a few words which we summarize below: 


"Today we are handing over this group of Guatemalans, who are not to blame 
for having been deceived by other bad Guatemalans. I say that they are not 
to blame, because we are all guilty, because we did not look after their 
needs. 


Let us all be good Guatemalans, and see that they receive the same advantages 
that other have: health, work, education, technical assistance, and the many 
other things which they have always been denied." 


Lt Col Caballeros also said that it was a family ceremony, calling it a 
"reunion of honest Guatemalans with their honest families;" and he added: 
"Today, these Guatemalans are returning to the bosom of their families, to 
begin the life of honest citizens, who now know that we military men are 
not as bad as we have been depicted." 


"They are leaving," he continued, "and we hope that they are not going to 
leave an empty space in our barracks, because from time to time they took 
part in our daily life. That is why, as they return to their homes today, 
they are carrying with them memories of what militery 1ife in Sike,” he 
ended by saying. 
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Former Subversives Appeal to Their Comrades 


After the speech by the commander of military area 13, where the former 
subversives had stayed for almost 35 days, four of them--speaking for the 
166--made some statements which were broadcast by a departmental radio net- 
work which is headed by the national radio station of Mazatenango, TGMS. 


The four former subversives, who were identified as Pascual Ventura (Pancho), 
Hilario Escalante Lopez (Dimas), Manuel Canuj (Moises) and Francisco Javier 
Ventura (Jorge), each sent messages to their former companions to turn them- 
selves over to the authorities, "just as we did," they said. 


"Turn yourselves in in any military area of the republic," said Pascual 
Ventura (Pancho), because they will receive you well anywhere. My message 

is especially meant for my former comrades who go by the psuedonyms of Manolo, 
Danilo, Carlos and Mincho." 


Also, Hilario Escalante (Dimas), a former subversive who made a trip to 
Cuba, and who said that he did not know how to read or write, stated before 
the microphones that "the army is not promising us land, money or anything. 
What they are promising us is peace, tranquillity and work." 


The group of former subversive peasants had stayed on the track of the above- 
mentioned stadium, also waiting impatiently for the time they would be re- 
united with their families. Some carried signs, one of which read: "People 
of Suchitepequez, forgive us, we are sorry,” 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 





CHURCH WELCOMES ABOLITION OF SPECIAL COURTS 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 19 Aug 83 p 2 
[Article by Alicia Carrera Guerra] 


[Text] "We are pleased that the special courts have been abolished. For a 
long time we have been requesting that everyone should be tried in the ordi- 
nary courts," Monsignor Jose Ramiro Pellecer Samayoa, capitular vicar of the 
archdiocese of Guatemala, said yesterday in an interview given to our 
newspaper. 


The Guatemalan prelate received us in his office in the archbishop's palace, 
where he was holding audiences and dealing with other matters related to 

his sensitive position, in spite of the fact that he has his right arm in a 
sling. 


About a month ago he suffered a dislocation when he accidently fell in the 
bathroom of his home, in the convent of the parish of San Sebastian. "In 
the ordinary courts, a person can find out about his case, and has a right 
to defend himself. On the other hand, in the special courts, he does not 
even know why they are convicting him, 


"We believe that every man has the right to be defended and tried in accord- 
ance with the law, and to be convicted, but after his guilt has been duly 
established. 


"And with the special courts, he did not even find out what was going on, not 
who the judge was, or anything at all, and there was a question about every- 
thing that was being done.” 


"What do you think about the ‘death penalty'?" 


"Life comes from God," he answered firmly, "and only He gives it, and He is 
the only one who can take away life. 


"To confirm this, we adhere to the seventh commandment of God's law, which 
says ‘thou shalt not kill.” Even in the case when the guilt of a criminal 
is proved in a legitimate court, the Church does not go along with the death 
penalty. 
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"In those cases it intercedes before the courts and civil authorities 

that the death penalty will be commuted to life imprisonment, so that the 
condemned man may keep his life, and so that God will be the one who takes 
it away from him when he sees fit. 


"Everything which God has made must be respected. Life is something that is 
the most precious thing which man possesses." 


"Don't you believe that the death penalty serves as a deterrent in the case 
of criminals, and that it serves to improve the conduct of those who live 
outside the law?" 


"Many people are satisfied with leaving this world quickly. Our ancestors 
even took along their children when someone was condemned to be hanged, 
but they learned not to do this evil practice. 


"But the same crimes still go on, that is, the death penalty is not the 
remedy. That has been proved; perhaps in prison there would be an opportu- 
nity to rehabilitate a person who for various reasons has taken the wrong 
turning in his life, his manner of behavior." 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


CHIXOY HYDROELECTRIC SAVES FUEL--"The Chixoy Hydroelectric Plant has already 
begun to produce savings for the state, as evidenced by the fact that, 
presently, $6 million has not been spent for the purchase of bunkers and 
diesel fuel,” Luis Hugo Solares, minister of communications, transportation 
and public works, said yesterday in a news release, He said that the project 
consists of five generating units and 300,000 kW installed. He added that 
four units have been operating part-time, but that, despite this, savings 
have been forthcoming and that these savings will be increased when all 

units are operating at full capacity. Solares said that the government hopes 
that, by the end of September, the project will be totally operative, barring 
technical revisions. [Text] [Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 19 Aug 
83 p 8] 8568 


SUGAR GROWERS UNDERPAID--Sugar growers have again been cheated inasmuch as 
they have not been paid the prices established by the government; therefore, 
they plan to submit the case to the head of state, Gen Mejia Victores, 
according to a statement made yesterday by Carlos Estrada, director of the 
Guatemalan Sugar Growers Association. "The sugar mills owe us almost 12 
million quetzals," he said, “inasmuch as many of them did not pay the prices 
officially established for the 1981-1982 and 1982-1983 crops." Nero Roman, 
president of that association, said in turn that there is a greater possi- 
bility of a work stoppage in the sugarcane sector and that this information 
was relayed to Arturo Padilla Lira, minister of economy. The informant said 
that the government had established 15 quetzals per ton of sugarcane for the 
1981-1982 crop but that most of the mills paid only 13.50 quetzals. Roman 
also said that, in addition, Government Decree 173-83 was also violated; 
this decree had fixed a total payment of 13.50 quetzals per ton for the end 
of July 1983. That payment covered the value of each ton of sugarcane, but 
many sugar mills did not pay that amount, and, for this reason, we are a 
arranging to have a mandatory work stoppage. "If the matter is not settled 
at the Ministry of Economy level or at the National Sugar Commission level, 
etc., we shall be forced to appeal to the head of state to resolve the case 
which, we hope, would be favorable to our interests and to the thousands 

of workers in this sector. [Text] [Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 
19 Aug 83 pp 4, 12) 8568 
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53 




















COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


GOVERNMENT DEFENDS TREATMENT OF MISKITO REFUGEES 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Aug -. 83 p 3 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The accusations originating from Nicaragua about the 
supposed existence of "Nazi style" camps of Miskito refugees are absolutely 
false, since in Honduras the 13,500 Miskitos who fled from the Sandinist 
dictatorship have been relocated and live in freedom as they have always lived 
in this country. 


The Miskitos are not "detained" as the Nicaraguan Government falsely accuses, 
rather they freely do farming work in the regions of Rio Patuca, Rio Guarunta 
and Rio Mocoron in the district of Gracias a Dios [Thanks to God]. 


The fact that this country was accused of having camps where there were 
detained persons caused surprise and also anger in Honduras. The camps where 
the Miskitos who fled from Nicaragua were located were ended in February, and 
the Mocoron camp today is a small hospital and local center for the relocation 
operation of the Nicaraguan Miskitos in Honduras. 


According to the representative of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees [ACNUR], Werner Blatter, the Miskitos are working the land with the 
aid of ACNUR and of "international help" and by the end of this year they will 
have a harvest and self-sufficiency in food. The thousands of Miskitos who 
came to Honduras are receiving support in the areas of health and education 
and, according to ACNUR, there will be more agricultural and livestock projects 
by 1984 and it is possible that factories will be organized. Blatter added 
that they will do "everything necessary for the [Miskitos] to obtain economic 
self-sufficiency as soon as possible.” 


The false assertions from Nicaragua mentioned that Miskitos who supposedly 
had left that country through the district of Zelaya were detained against 
their will. 


Up to now we have not known of any case in which Nicaraguan Miskitos wish to 
return to their country, where, let it be said in passing, there do exist 
government concentration camps, which should be investigated by organizations 
dedicated to safeguarding human rights. 
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If a Miskitovoluntarily wanted to return to Nicaragua, he could do so, by 

taking official steps through ACNUR and the General Administration of Migratory 
Policy of Honduras. Two-hundred-fifty Salvadorans who had emigrated to Honduras 
have returned to El Salvador with the cooperation of ACNUR and the Honduran 
migratory authorities. 


Regarding the lies issued by the Sandinist Government, Col Abraham Garcia Turcios, 
general coordinator of the National Commission for Refugees (CONARE), states that 
the Miskitos are not in camps, but that they are living in villages formed by 
themselves. 


"We do not have 'Nazi style" concentration camps as the Nicaraguans have, and 
this can be checked by any interested person, because the government of 
Honduras does not operate in darkness. We work with our face to the sun,” 
Garcia Turcois states. 


9 August 1983 


Administration of International Information of the Government of the Republic. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


EL CAJON DAM PROJECT STARTED, STILL CONTROVERSIAL 


Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 15 August 83 p 16 
[Article by Ivan Mejia Reyes] 


[Text] The El Cajon hydroelectric project, which was seriously questioned a 
few years ago, becuse it was considered harmful to Honduran interests due to 
its cost and because it was said--at that time--that foreign consortiums had 
poured “gratuities” on high officials and public employees, 52 million 
lempiras for them to be awarded the bid, is presently at an advanced stage of 
construction. 


At that time a group of citizens formed what they called the "Committee For 
Security of the Sula Valley" because--according to them--this million-dollars 
investment was unimportant and represented a real danger for that sector. 


Moreover, they made a series of technical disclosures, which were sent to the 
heads in charge, and among other things they said that: "within 5 years when 
the construction will be finished, our demand for electricity will be greater 
than production, that is, we will have to be thinking about other projects and 
without starting to pay for the present one." 


They said too that the cost of El Cajon would force raising the price of 
electricity by 400 percent. "This monster," they stated, "from the 106 million 
that it was costing initially increased with time to 1,040,000,000, which 

shows an inexplicable increase of 10 times its original cost." 


They were denouncing at the same time--very concerned of course--"that with 
this project we are depleting the foreign sources of financing and that the 
concept that we would sell electric current to the other Central American 
countries is an illusory point from those who are involved in the project." 
Now that is history, because El Cajon is already in execution. 


Casting of the Retaining Wall 


According to investigations carried out by LA TRIBUNA, the casting of concrete 
for the retaining wall of what will be the lake of El Cajon, where several 
foreign consortiums joined in CELCA [Consortium of El Cajon] are working, 

was started on 28 April of this year, after a series of technical and field 
work that was carried out until reaching this stage. 
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When several technicians were consulted, they stated that this work is being 
accomplished at level 75, with an average of 30 meters above the level of the 
river, which will reach scale 301, getting to 226 meters high, to make a grand 
total of 1,500,000 meters of concrete. 


They also said that they are at a middle level of 108 meters above sea level. 
"This stage," they stated, "will be finished in December of next year or in 
January 1985." : 


They said that in the transporting of the casting material they are using 
baskets with a capacity of 9 cubic meters, which are lifted by strong cables 
that are placed at the top of the hills. At each block of the casting--they 
said--there is special equipment that vibrates the material and another that 
compresses it. 


Geological Faults 


The [technicians] commented that they have had problems that were overcome, 
among them three geological faults, which were solved through modern 
construction techniques. 


Of them they said, the second was the most serious, since it reached level 

64 of the excavation, and they treated this problem with more caution because 
of the kind of residue (clay, mud, water and others) that they found in its 
interior. 


300 Are Working 


In this operation, they stated, there are 300 Hondurans among laborers and 
skilled workers, and there are also 25 foreigners (Italians, Swiss, Germans, 
Chileans, Uruguayans, Ecuadoreans, etc.) who are doing technical work. 


At the beginning of the project, they [the technicians] said, there was a 
problem with national personnel, since they did not have experience in this 
type of work, but after the early months they were getting experience, and they 
were qualified in their work. 


They stated that in this project, parallel to the casting, there is a series of 
machinery and human teams that are an addition to the production of the project, 
such as primary and secondary crushers, a cement mixing plant, vibrators and 
other accessory work. 


They are working, moreover, in the tunnels and underground constructions of the 
machinery and other installations, as well as [doing] technical work of various 
kinds. 


El Cajon: A Smokescreen 


Wanting to know more on the technical version of the work carried out by CELCA, 
we tried to interview its manager, Romano Allioni--who that day handed over the 
post to his substitute--saying "that the only head of the project is the ENEE 
[National Enterprise for Electric Power], for which reason I cannot make any 
statement." 
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On the other hand, we sought the official version, by visiting the office of 
Angel Casanova Borjas, the representative of the ENEE in El] Cajon, who limited 
himself to transmitting through a clerk that at that moment he was going to a 
meeting and that we should return. 


On questioning the secretary about how we could get in touch with Casanova, 
she said that it was possible only in person, since there is no telephone 
communication abroad. 


Something is Floating in the Atmosphere! 


We wanted to know other opinions, but everything seemed to indicate that the 
order of the day was silence, even when a series of concerns could be glimpsed, 
among others... "that they are not complying with the original specifications, 
since the international supervisors and the builders are one single body 
(allies); that the retaining foundation is not being build with the original 
measurements; that the millions received are not enough to finish the project; 
that the ENEE owes 40 million to CELCA and many more [concerns] that 

surround the "Cajon" atmosphere. 





There is No Good Supervision of the Project" 


The general secretary of the Workers Union of El Cajon, Fidencio Ramirez, 
stated he was worried about the supervision of the construction workers, since 
the ENEE engineers "are outstanding by their absence." 


The only ones you find in the project, Ramirez said, are the "seconds," persons 
who in some cases are not professionals or experts in the subject and therefore 
do not have all the authority such as for stopping any poor work that they may 
be doing. 


"Since the El Cajon construction does not have strict supervision by the owner 
of the project (the ENEE), the result could be a terrible job 
which would be to the detriment and danger of the Hondurans," Ramirez added. 


We know--Ramirez stated--that most of the projects that the government has 
given to foreign companies, after 2 years are no longer useful, because the 
state supervisors do not carry out their work accurately "because they are desk 
engineers and not field engineers." 


The government and the ENEE itself, Ramirez stated, must be especially careful 
with this million dollar project, because in the long run "they can sell us a 
pig in a poke” and in conclusion it is the people in the final instance who 
pay and to whom in short we have to account to. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


SALVADORAN IMPORTERS OWE MILLIONS--(Tegucigalpa) Salvadoran importers owe 
Honduras more than 4 million lempiras for the purchase of products under the 
official trade program. Next week details will be brought up to date for the 
meeting of negotiating delegations presided over by the deputy ministers of 
economy of both countries, which will be held in Tegucigalpa. According to 
Dr Leticia Ma-Tay Amaya, Honduran minister of economy, industrialists of the 
two countries are interested in expanding the list of products subject to 

the Bilateral Trade Treaty. At the same time the Bancos Centrales, both in 
Honduras as well as in El Salvador, will provide information on the most 
expeditious way of facilitating payment for respective imports and exports. 
Salvadoran importers owe Honduran producers more than $2 million, or about 

4 million lempiras, and it is hoped that the forthcoming conversations will 
result in our neighbors accepting a commitment to pay their debts. Minister 
Ma-Tay will take advantage of her trip to Guatemala City next week to meet 
with Jose Manuel Pacas, her Salvadoran Colleague, before the meeting of gover- 
nors of the Banco Centroamericano de Integracion Economica [Central American 
Economic Integration Bank]. [Text] [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 

11 Aug 83 p 4] 5170 


NEW RNP DIRECTOR--(Tegucigalpa) Guillermo Dubon, a member of the Liberal 
Party, assumed his new duties at noon yesterday [9 August] as the new director 
of the National Registry of Persons (RNP). Dubon replaces Prof Marco Orlando 
Iriarte, the leader of the Honduran Christian Democratic Party (PDCH), who 
recently resigned when serious differences of view arose between the govern- 
ment and Liberal Party leaders. After assuming his new duties as director of 
the RNP Guillermo Dubon said that he would work in close accordance with the 
objectives set forth in the law, so that citizens would have identity cards 
which would provide them with security and which would be of value, not only 
in future elections but in all aspects of social and political life. Regarding 
the delay resulting from the change in directors of the RNP and its conse- 
quences for continuing with presently planned activity, the new director said 
that RNP activity has not stopped and that work on the issuance of the new 
identity document would go forward. He explained that proof of this could be 
found in the fact that work was presently going on in Tegucigalpa, with more 
than 300,000 people now registered. Regarding the budget allocation, which 
has not yet been provided to the RNP, he stated that at present he is involved 
in revising the budget already prepared and added that some changes will be 
made in it. Regarding reports that the Liberal Party had proposed one of its 
members to replace Iriarte, the former Christian Democratic director of the 
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RNP, in order to cover up some irregularities which had occurred during the 
last general elections, he stated that the course of action to be followed 
will be up to the respective courts and that, as a guarantee, the RNP would 
conintue to be made up of representatives of the four legally registered 
political parties. Finally, he announced that there will be no large-scale 
personnel changes in the RNP because he considers that the work will be done 
in accordance with the abilities of each individual. He also pointed out 
that the course of activity followed by the director of the RNP in the past 
will not change. [Text] [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 10 Aug 83 p 3] 
5170 


ARGENTINE CREDIT--(San Pedro Sula) The Banco Central de Honduras recently 
informed members of the domestic banking system that Argentina had provided 

a credit to our country of 30 million lempiras in goods and services. The 

bank announced regulations for the utilization of the Argentine credit by 
Honduran businessmen who wish to purchase products from the South American 
country. The credit covers capital goods, durable and semi-durable goods, an 
and technical services. Argentina would also be willing to consider financ- 
ing Honduran investments in industrial enterprises. Businessmen in Cortes, 
especially those associated with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (OCIC), 
are preparing to hold a meeting on Friday afternoon, 19 August, with repre- 
sentatives of the Argentine Embassy, and especially with the commercial attache, 
to provide broader information on the conditions of the credit, which amounts 
to 30 million lempiras. [Text] [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 11 Aug 83 
p 4] 5170 


NEW THIRD BATTALION COMMANDER--San Pedro Sula--On Thursday, 18 August 

Lt Col Cesar Maradiaga will receive the command of the third infantry battalion, 
replacing Col Roman Tabora Bogran. The ceremony of transfer of command will 
take place at 11 am in the battalion headquarters, which is in the town of 

Naco, in the Cortes jurisdiction. Col Tabora Bogran will leave the 

leadership of the third battalion to travel to the United States, where he will 
carry out specialization studies for 1 year. [San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in 
Spanish 11 August 83 p 3] 9545 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


ORTEGA INTERVIEWED ON FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF REVOLUTION 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jul 83 pp 3-4 
[Article by Manuel Guerrero on interview with Commander Daniel Ortega] 


[Text] The Sandinist People's Revolution celebrates its fourth anniversary 
this month enmeshed in a titanic struggle to defend itself against 

outside military, political and economic aggression and to carry forward 
the process of internal transformations. 


This aggression represents the most visible stumbling block that the 
Nicaraguan people have to surmount, but they are also up against the 
complicity of a bourgeoisie that has come down in the world and that 
is made up of individuals whom Sergio Ramirez rightly described as 
"survivors of the Somoza shipwreck." 


Four years is too short a time to accurately gauge the strides made 
by this Central American country, which on 19 July 1979 destroyed 
an almost 45-year old tyranny at the cost of 50,000 lives. 


The Junta of the Government of National Reconstruction (JGRN) took 
charge of a nation mired in economic chaos and devastated by a bloody 
war. 


Today, this heroic people is once again taking up arms to combat thousands 
of former Somoza guardsmen and a new breed of counterrevoiutionaries, 
all of them directed by the United States. 


During its first year the Nicaraguan economy achieved a gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth of 10.7 percent over the previous year; this 
is one of the highest rates ever posted by a Latin American country. 


Inflation fell from 37 to 27 percent and in 1981 and 1982 remained 
below 24 percent, in stark contrast to the other nations of Central 
America. 


There were other accomplishments in every social and economic sphere, 
accomplishments that the people have been able to defend under the 
most difficult of circumstances. 
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PRISMA interviewed the coordinator of the JGRN, Commander Daniel Ortega 
Saavedra, who has served on it since it was formed in July 1979, to 
tell us about Nicaragua's exploits. 


Grassroots Support 


"We can categorically state that 4 years into the revolution the process 
has not come to a halt; it has been dynamic and has grown more intense," 
he said when asked about the country's main successes. 


Speaking deliberately, he emphasized that the mainstay of this progress 
in all spheres has been grassroots support, which is channeled through 
the various organizations that emerged under the revolution. 


He praised the National Union of Farmers and Cattlemen, which consists 
of some 400,000 peasant farmers, the Association of Agricultural Workers 
(ATC), the Sandinist Central Organization of Workers (CST), the 19 July 
Sancinist Youth and the Luisa Amanda Espinoza Association of Nicaraguan 
Women, among the new institutions. 


Jn the opinion of the man who was a prominent combatant in the Sandinist 
Front and is now one of the nine members of its National Directorate, 

this unquestionably lends formidable solidity to the Nicaraguan revolution- 
ary process and makes it truly irreversible. 


Every accomplishment, he explained, has involved an ongoing struggle 
between the economic and political sectors that sought to find a substitute 
for the ousted Anastasio Somoza Debayle and the people, led by the 
organization that was able to guide it in the approximately 20-year 

battle. 


Daniel, as he is popularly known, feels that the literacy campaign, 
which cut illiteracy from 50 to just 12.7 percent in less than 6 months, 
is one of the most outstanding triumphs. In addition, Nicaragua now 

has a million students, more than one-third of the country's population. 


Progress in education has enabled Nicaraguans "to play a truly aware 
role as political individuals,” he noted. 


Grassroots involvement has also been decisive in the vaccination campaigns, 
which have put Nicaragua on the list of countries that have not recorded 
a single case of polio, the scourge of the infant population. 


Ortega noted that every task that requires mass mobilization (such 
as the most recent coffee harvest in departments hit by the counter- 
revolutionaries) becomes a political confrontation due to the enemy 
propaganda, which tries to belittle its aims. 


"Every time that we fulfill a goal...move forward, we feel that we 
are moving forward in a political struggle against imperialism and 
the domestic enemies who identify with imperialism," he pointed out. 
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Rural Development 


If the gains in education and health care have been the most outstanding 
social accomplishments, the agricultural sector also achieved striking 
economic recovery in record time, even though it was hard hit last 

year by adverse weather that brought the growth trend to a halt. 


Daniel Ortega stressed that the initial efforts were aimed at normalizing 
the output of export items (coffee, cotton and sugar) and of basic 
grains, mainly corn, beans and rice, which make up the Nicaraguan 
people's basic diet. 


With regard to coffee, he said that a program had been undertaken 
to bring back into production former plantations plagued by coffee 
rust and to finance private growers. As a result, production has 
gradually increased, rising this year to the unprecedented figure 
of 63,000 metric tons. 


The production of cotton, which will soon vie with coffee for first 
place among the cuontry's exports, reached the unexpectedly high figure 
of 353,000 bales in the 1982-83 harvest, in spite of the heavy flooding 
and the subsequent drought last year. 


Like coffee and cotton, which have posted steady gains, the sugar 
harvest in 1982-83 was the second largest of all times, amounting 
to 230,000 metric tons. 


The cattle slaughter and meat exports to the United States declined 
because of the indiscriminate slaughter in 1978 and 1979 and the 
subsequent thefts by former Somoza guardsmen who fled to Honduras. 


The JGRN coordinator emphasized that although the number of head of 
cattle sent to the slaughterhouses declined, the amount of meat earmarked 
for domestic consumption increased by 12 percent over 1977, the year 
during the Somoza period that is used to for comparison purposes. 


Ano*her outstanding transformation in agriculture was the confiscation 
of 980,000 hectares of excellent land held by the Somoza clan and 

its followers. They are today part of the People's Ownership Sector 
(APP). 


The agrarian reform, which was promulgated in July 1981 but began 
to be enforced the following year, affected 105,000 hectares, and 
only poorly run properties have been expropriated. 


Eight thousand Nicaraguan families have benefited from the confiscations, 
which are designed to bring peasant farmers together in cooperatives, 
a more advanced method of production than isolated farm labor. 


Some 23 percent of arable land is in the hands of the APP, smali- 


and medium-sized individual growers and other peasant farmers organized 
in cooperatives. 
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Daniel Ortega noted that the agricultural sector is normalizing with 
regard to its output, which “does not mean a return to the forms of 
exploitation that used to exist." 


With regard to industry, he said that the country has been unable 

to resolve the problems it inherited, due largely to its heavy techno- 
logical dependence on the United States and other countries that are 
not interested in stimulating production in a country undertaking 

a revolution. 


The chief of state underscored that the lack of raw materials, stemming 
from the acute shortage of foreign exchange, has caused the temporary 
shutdown of some plants and a drop in output in others. 


He called attention to the aware attitude of the workers, who have 
not been fooled by the counterrevolutionary campaigns that sought 
to blame the revolutionary State. 


Economic Fiction 


Daniel Ortega regards the elections announced for 1985 as one more 
element that will strengthen the institutionalization process that 
has begun in Nicaragua, "but they are not everything; they are just 
part of the whole that is the revolution." 


In connection with the mixed economy that prevails in the country, 
he lashed out at the people in the private sector who are attacking 
it for political reasons. 


After pointing out that the State is the mainstay of the national 
economy because of its wideranging policies of credit and incentives, 
he stated that the private sector is somewhat fi:tional because it 
contributes nothing to the economy, lives off State subsidies, has 
ceased to play an active role and has become a political sector. 


He made the point that if anyone is striking at the mixed economy, it 
is U.S. President Ronald Reagan, who by eliminating the 52,000 short 
ton Nicaraguan quota, hurt the Pellas group, which owns the largest 
sugar mill in the country and a well-known liquor distillery. 


With respect to the weapons that Nicaragua has acquired to defend itself 
against enemy attacks, Ortega pointed out that they were obtained 

"in countries that have given a brotherly response, in common cause, 

to the just request for military resources for defense." 


He emphasized that Nicaragua asked for donations because it cannot 
afford weapons. It has thus been able to put together a modest army 


that nevertheless meets its technical defense requirements. 


The everpresent issue of tense relations with the United States and 
Honduras cropped up during the conversation with the Sandinist leader, 
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who used harsh language to describe Reagan and the head of the Honduras 
Armed Forces, Gen Gustavo Alvarez Martinez. 


He said that the American chief of state does not want dialogue and 

that his administration "is characterized by its extremism, its right- 
wing politics, its hardline anticommunism and its increasingly reactionary 
positions." 


Alvarez Martinez, he stated bluntly, is a traitor to the Honduran 
people because he has just handed over part of the nation's territory 
(Puerto Castilla) for the installation of a U.S. military base, which 
will be used to train soldiers from El Salvador and other countries. 


He reiterated that a basic requirement for the establishment of bilateral 
negotiations with the two governments is the withdrawal of the former 
Somoza guardsmen and of the troops of the traitor Eden Pastora, "which 
are armed, directed and advised by the United States." 


Concerning the constant armed attacks from Honduras and Costa Rica, 

he said that he was certain that they would be repelled, noting, however, 
that the Reagan administration might be moving towards a step-up of 

the aggression by using the Honduran Army or even American troops. 


The Nicaraguan leader reiterated his country's support for the initiative 
of the Contadora Group (Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Venezuela), which 
seeks to avoid an outbreak of war in Central America. 


The JGRN feels that first of all the bilateral talks between Central 
American governments have to be encouraged and intensified. 


He pointed out that Honduras has maintained an inflexible stand on 
Managua'’s request for bilateral talks and has insisted that the conflict 
between the two countries be analyzed on a multilateral basis. 


At the close of the interview, Daniel Ortega said that “international 
solidarity has fortunately given the Nicaraguan people moral and material 


encouragement in helping it to surmount their difficulties." 


He also commended those who have lent their solidarity for doing so 
without attaching any strings or applying any pressures. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


WEST GERMAN COOPERATION--Nicaragua and the FRC signed three cooperation 
ayreements yesterday in the areas of education, agriculture, and mapping. 
Financing for the programs will amount to approximately $6 million. The 
FRG will help to prepare a topographic map of Nicaragua and will give 
Nicaragua a complete aerial photography laboratory. [Summary] [PA021911 
Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 1 Sep 83 PA] 


BUDGET APPLICATION RESULTS--This fiscal year's budgeted expenses will have 
been exceeded by over 4.734 billion cordobas at the end of the year, due 

to increases in military spending and the government subsidies on food 
prices. Finance Ministry sources said that the Government's initial expense 
budget was 14 billion cordobas and that expenditures are approaching a total 
of 18.734 billion cordobas. The same source said that tax revenues, which 
had been estimated initially at 5,576,400,000 cordobas, will exceed this 
figure by over 40 percent by the end of the year. The source added that 
collections by the Revenues Directorate [Direccion de Ingresos] during 

the first half of the year total 3.073 billion cordobas, or 50 percent of 
budgeted revenues, [Text] [PA021911 Managua Radio Sandino Network in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 1 Sep 83 PA] 


ARAB DELEGATION VISITS--Today an important delegation from the Arab 
Interparliamentary Union arrived in Nicaragua to hold talks with ranking 
revolutionary government officials. The delegation includes representatives 
from Algeria, Iraq, and Syria. [Summary] [PA052324 Managua Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 2 Sep 83 PA] 


CONIPAZ MEMBER TO ITALY--Olga Aviles, secretary general of the Nicaraguan 
Peace Committee, CONIPAZ, left for Italy today to participate in a meeting 
of the WPC vice presidency. [Excerpt] [PA061546 Managua Radio Sandino 

in Spanish 1830 GMT 5 Sep 83 PA] 


SWEDISH COOPERATION--The Swedish ambassador today said that Swedish coopera- 
tion with Nicaragua has amounted to $15 million over the past 3 years. He 
noted that this cooperation has included the mining, forest, energy, and 
health sectors. [Summary] [PA081952 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 

1800 GMT 6 Sep 83 PA] 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


PRESS COMMISSION INSTALLED--Foreign Minister Fernando Schwalb installed the 
new National Commission for the Dissemination of External Press Releases 
[Comision Nacional de Difusion Exterior] during a ceremony that was held at 
Torre Tagle. During the ceremony, Schwalb called on the cooperation of all 
those journalists who are interested in maintaining and consolidating the 
democratic government to help, within the media sector, maintain the country's 
image. [Excerpt] [Lima Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 12 Aug i3 PY] 


GOVERNMENT APPROVES RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM--The government has approved an 
overall program for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of zones affected 
by natural disasters for the 1983-85 period, with a budget estimated at 
782,622,000,000 soles. The program will be financed by funds authorized by 
law No 23592 on Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Affected Areas, and 
other domestic and foreign resources which are designed for the same purpose. 
The following departments are included in this program: Tumbes, Piura, 
Cajamarca, Lambayeque, La Libertad, Ancash, Lima, Arequipa, Moquegua, Tacna, 
Cusco, Puno and Apurimac. According to the decree published yesterday in 
the official gazette EL PERUANO, the National Pianning and Coordination In- 
stitute and the National Development Institute will follow up and assess the 
implementation of this program. They will also present reports to the Inter- 
Ministerial Committee of Economic and Financial Affairs, proposing the re- 
spective necessary readjustments to the program. [Text] [PY020510 Lima 
EXPRESO in Spanish 21 Aug 83 p 2] 


"REPRESSION' OF STRIKING MINERS NOTED—One worker died and 24 others were 
wounded when the army repressed a peaceful demonstration staged by miners in 
Julcan, in the central Andean region of Huancavelica in Peru. The demon- 
strators were staging a strike to press for their demands. According to EL 
DIARIO MARKA, the Buenaventura Company, for which these miners work, has 
refused to meet the workers’ demands, and its owners requested the militari- 
zation of the mines. Militarization became effective on 10 August, when units 
of the Sinchis Counterinsurgency Battalion were sent in. [Text] [PA51314 
Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 5 Sep 83] 


EXTRADITION OF BANKER REQUESTED--Lima, 30 Aug (EFE)--The Supreme Court of 
Peru has decided to ask the U.S. Supreme Court to extradite Luis Felipe 
Bertello, the man responsible for the financial scandal of the "Banco 
Comercial" (BANCOPER). Last night the Peruvian Supreme Court approved the 
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request of the superintendency of banks and insurances and has ordered the 
Foreign Ministry to begin making arrangements for Bertello's extradition. 
sertello was spotted in Miami (United States) by "Interpol." The "BANCOPER 
‘ase has become the greatest financial scandal in recent Peruvain historv. 
sertello, president of the bank, is charged with embezzling 70 billion Peru- 
vian soles (some $35 million) and stealing another $1.5 million. The sen- 
tence passed down by the Supreme Court rejected defense allegations that the 


request for extradition was political persecution against the banker, who 
me ot refuge in Miami. [Text] [PY311557 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0216 GMT 
Sl Aug 83) 


USSR OFFERS INDUSTRIAL AID--On 9 August the Soviet ambassador offered Indus- 
try, Tourism and Integration Minister Ivan Rivera expanded and improved tech- 
nical-scientific assistance. Minister Rivera thanked the ambassador for 

the interest shown by the Soviet Government and said that the democratic 
Peruvian Government is not making any ideological discrimination concerning 
technical and scientific assistance and cooperation. [Excerpts] [PY042055 
Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 10 Aug 83 p 3] 


ELECTORAL COURT APPROVES PARTY--On 1 September the National Electoral Court 
decided to approve the registration in the political parties registry of the 
Haya Grassroots Movement [Movimiento de Bases Hayistas] after a thorough 
review of the appeal filed by this party asking that the word Aprista be 
changed for that of Hayista. [Text] [PY042055 Lima Domestic Service in 


Spanish 1100 GMT 1 Sep 83] 


GDP DOWN 13 PERCENT--According to the Central Bank reru's GDP declined 13 
percent during the first half of the year, thus continuing the trend of the 
first quarter when the GDP dropped 10.2 percent. Herewith breakdown of de- 
cline by sectors: agriculture 7.5 percent; fisheries 53.5 percent; mining 

8.5 percent; industry 16.3 percent; construction 29.5 percent; government, 

0 percent; other services 13.6 percent. [Summary] [PY042055 Lima EL OBSERVADOR 


in Spanish 21 Aug 83 p 16] 





NEW INTEREST RATES--As [word indistinct] of the dedollarization program, a new 
interest rate scale for savings and loans operations has been initiated ef- 
fective as of 2 September. The interest rate has been increased by 5 points. 
The maximum interest rate, both for savings and loans, has been raised to 

60 percent per annum. [Excerpts] [PY042055 Lima Domestic Service in Spanish 


1100 GMT 2 Sep 83] 


JAN-JULY 1983 INFLATION--Lima, 2 Aug (EFE)--The National Statistics Institute 
revealed today that the cost of living increased today that the cost of living 
increased by 8.2 percent during July and by 68.8 percent during the first 7 
months of 1983. The institute added that the cost of living increased 115.5 
percent between July 1982 and July 1983. [Excerpt] [Madrid EFE in Spanish 


1604 GMT 2 Aug 83 PY] 
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COUNTRY SECTION SUR LNAME 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN GOVERNMENT, BAUXITE COMPANIES 
Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 3 Aug 83 p 1,2 
[Article: “Agreement Concluded with Bauxite Companies"] 


[Text] On Wednesday of last week the necessary documents were signed by the 
BillitonCompany of Suriname [BMS], Suralco and the Suriname government, 
represented by Prime Minister Alibux and Ministers Caldeira and Tjon Kie Sim, 
for the further fulfillment of the "Bauxite Levy Law." Since 1974, any 
aliowances in the levy have been made per ton of bauxite, independent of 
international developments in the bauxite industry and of Suriname's position 
in the matter. 


It seemed that, although the levy on bauxite is directly relative to Alcoa's 
aluminum price, the rise in the levy on bauxite lags during a rise in the 
price of aluminum. This lag is caused mainly by the stiff competition between 
the transnational aluminum companies (TNC's). In order todepress TNC baux- 
ite costs in various countries as much as possible, mutual competition between 
bauxite-producing nations is being strongly stimulated. 


Unfavorable 


For Suriname, this is very unfavorable because, relatively speaking, bauxite 
costs here are high. In contrast, electrical energy costs, for example, are 
very low. What's more, the negotiations had to be carried out and concluded 
during a period in which the capitalist world is experiencing the worst 
crisis since World War II. Add to this the suspension of Dutch aid, as 
agreed by treaty, and it will be clear what a difficult task the Commission 
for the Review of Agreements with Bauxite Companies Operating in Suriname 
(CHOB) faced. 


The allowances could be made with the stipulation that the companies on their 
part contribute as well to the maintenance of Suriname's position as a world 
bauxite producer. 


Suralco and Billiton Investing 


The document signed with Suralco is a further agreement beyond the Brokopondo 
Agreement. 
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This agreement makes it possible, among other things, for Suralco to stipulate 
the extent of this levy. Specifically, the Brokopondo Agreement stipulates 
the ceiling on new taxes. 


Adjustments could be made for the period up to and including 1985. 


All this led to the continuation of Suralco's five-year investment program 
for the Lowering of alum earth production costs. The budget for this program 
is approximately 100 million dollars. These negotiations led to the develop- 
ment that BMS, in order to lower its alum earth cost price, will in principle 
buy an important part of it from the alum earth factory. 


This investment may amount to 100 to 200 million dollars. BMS will likewise 
invest approximately 13 million dollars per year in the bauxite sector. 


Employment Opportunity 


fhe government was able to make agreements with both companies with regard 
to employment opportunity and the production level. In both questions, 
continuity and stability were central. A logical result is that foreign 
currency returns from this sector are being stabilized. In closing, it 
should be noted that the direct income of the government for the years 1983, 
1984 and 1985 is estimated at 88, 95 and 88 million Suriname guilders, 
respectively. In this sense, the goal of stability and continuity pursued 
by the government is being achieved by the government. 
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